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{Translated from the German.} 


A sourney, in an African wagon, through the thinly-peopled 
interior of the Cape colony, bears no small resemblance to a sea 
voyage, in uniformity of character. The wagon, in our economi; 
cal style of travelling, is a ship in miniature, not only affording 
the means of advance, but serving, at the same time, as kitchen, 
dining-room, and dormitory. The wilderness, however attractive 
it may be to the imagination, presents little more variety than 
the interminable ocean; for, as the wild beasts, with the excep- 
tion of the smaller kinds of antelope, generally shrink from the 
approach of man to the defiles and chasms of the mountains, 
much Jess is seen of them than of the monsters of the deep at 
sea; and though a description of the scantily sprinkled vegeta- 
tion, and the figure and formation of the mountain strata, might 
have an interest for the botanist or the geologist, it would be 
wearisome to the general reader. 

The history of a single day, then—the packing up and starting 
at early dawn; the morning stage of two or three hours, making 
from six to nine miles; the unyoking, cooking, and dining, fol- 
lowed by a longer stage of five or six hours; and, finally, the 
bivouacking for the night—comprehends the main incidents of a 
long journey; unless, indeed, the monotony be varied by the 
overturning or breaking down of the wagon, events which, 
thanks to the kind providence of our God, and the watchfulness 
of our experienced Hottentot drivers, are not of frequent occur- 
rence. I shall, therefore, give a very concise account of the 


visit which I undertook, in company of my wife and the single 
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Brother Adolph Kaster, to our remote congregations at Enon and 
Shiloh. 

We were glad to be able to secure, as driver on this occasion, 
the Hottentot, Frederic Maurice, who has rendered so many 
valuable services to myself and other Brethren, on our more ex- 
tensive journeys, during the last sixteen years. He is not only 
thoroughly skilled in all matters relating to his wagon, oxen, and 
harness, but can turn his hand to cooking, or any thing which 
belongs to the comfort of the travelling party. His memory is 
astonishing ; he knows every hill and dale, and every turn of the 
road, in the immense distance from Cape Town to Graham's 
Town, so accurately, that night or day makes little difference to 
him; and he can calculate a fortnight beforehand where he will 
halt each noov or night. Then his good-humour never fails, 
whatever may betide: and his voice is heard as cheerful, while 
the rain is falling in torrents, as in the finest weather. Add to 
this his readiness to oblige, his kind treatment of his cattle, his 
presence of mind in danger, and, above all, his consistent conduct 
as a member of our Church, and none will wonder that we placed 
a high value on his services. On this expedition, he was aecom- 
panied, for the first time, by his son Luke, a youth of sixteen. 
Beside these, Hosea, a Hottentot from Enon, who was returning 
thither, gladly engaged to lend a hand, when requisite, in return 
for the privilege of adding his bundle to our luggage. 

Having been commended, by the assembled congregation, to 
the blessing and protection of the Lord on the preceding evening, 
we set out at four o’clock in the morning of September 19th, and, 
an hour before sunset, arrived at Kopjes-kasteel, twenty-four 
miles fram Genadendal. We called, on the road, at the house of 
Commandant Linde, a worthy old man of seventy-seven years of 
age, who gave us a hearty welcome. He is an excellent specimen 
of an old Dutch colonist, possessing almost all the good, with 
scarcely any of the unpleasing points of that character. His 
kindness and hospitality are well known. Seldom are his house 
and table without guests, or his meadow without cattle left by 
travellers to await their return. His domestics and labourers, too, 
speak of him in high terms; and the missionaries at Genadendal 
have found him ready to assist them on every occasion. In so 
far, however, he participates in the feelings and prejudices of his 
conntrymen, that he cannot bear the Caffres, against whom he has 
signalized himself in six campaigns, as commander of the Zwel- 
lendam civic corps, and, last of all, served as volunteer in the 
recent war. 

Kopjes-kasteel is a farm of about 3,000 acres, now in posses- 
sion of a Hottentot family, belonging to Genadendal, where they 
have likewise a residence. They have long requested us to visit 
them, and hold meetings there; and great was their joy to see 
their wish accomplished. A room was soon prepared for us, and, 
after supper, I delivered an address to about twenty-six persons, 


from the words, “* Behold the Lamb of God.” Had the neighbours 
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been apprized of it, many more would have been present. As 
this place is not much further from Genadendal than Houtkloof is 
from Elim, we may hope that it may, ere long, become a regular 
preaching-place. 

Frantz Petro, one of the family, offered us his team for the 
next day, and went forward at midnight with our own. The fresh 
cattle carried us briskly forward in the morning, and toward 
noon we reached Storm’s Valley, where we overtook Frantz with 
our oxen. Toward evening we made our halt, a few miles from 
the ferry over the Breede river; and, dividing our wagon into 
two sleeping-rooms, enjoyed an undisturbed repose. 

On the 2ist, we met with the oxen we had despatched in ad- 
vance from Genadendal at the ferry, across which the spirited 
animals were not transported without some difficulty. The 
country now became extremely dry and parched, no rain having 
fallen here for a long time. 

Zwellendam was founded about the year 1740, under Governor 
Zwellengrebel, but has increased less than most other stations in 
the colony. Here we were kindly received by the Civil Com- 
missioner of the district, as also by Mr. Barry, a considerable 
merchant. The minister of the place was gone to Cape Town 
with his family, to attend an important Synod of the Reformed 
Church, which was about to be held there. Early on the 22d, 
we reached the missionary institution of Zuurbrak, or Caledon, 
belonging to the London Missionary Society. It was commenced 
in 1811, but, owing to a variety of circumstances, made little 
progress for many years. Since 1830, however, its prospects 
have materially improved under the faithful labours of Mr. Helm, 
a pupil of the venerable Jenicke. In 1834 a handsome new 
church was built, which will accommodate between 400 and 500 
persons. About the same time a water-conveyance was effected 
by means of iron pipes, presented by the colonial government; 
so that gardens may now be laid out and trees planted close to 
the houses, of which good work a beginning has been already 
made. Several substantial Hottentot houses have been erected, 
or are in progress ; and the foundation of a new school had just 
been dug out on a pleasant-looking hill, in the middle of the 
valley. Zuurbrak numbers, at present, 800 Hottentots, half of 
whom, however, are scattered through the neighbourhood, as 
there is little employment for them in the place itself, where the 
trades of the carpenter and the smith are the only ones carried 
on, and farming is nearly at a stand, owing to the drought. From 
the same cause, we found only about 50 children present out of 
100 who belong to the school, where they are taught both English 
and Dutch. There is, besides, a smal] infant-school, attended in 
the afternoon by Miss Anderson, daughter of the missionary at 
Pacaltsdorp. On the whole, Zuurbrak possesses superior ad- 
vantages to many other missionary stations, and will probably, by 
God’s blessing, become a flourishing spot. 

After being hospitably entertained here by the wife and family 
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of Mr. Helm, who was visiting at Pacalisdorp, we prosecuted 
our journey at two o’clock; and, toward evening, reached the 
Schlangen, or Snake-river, where we encamped for the night, 
having tethered our oxen to the wagon, as they would otherwise 
have wandered back from this grassless waste to Zuurbrak, where 
they had better pasture. On the 23d, as we were descending @ 
steep declivity to the Doorn-river, the yoke of the two oxen at- 
tached to the rear of the wagon was broken by the heavy strain 
upon it, and, had we not been near the bottom, the consequences 
might have been serious. Happily there was a farm-house close 
at hand, where we succeeded in purchasing a new yoke, though 
at an exorbitant price. Toward evening we crossed the Tiaracha- 
ridge, whence we could still descry the high peak of Genadendal, 

at an immense distance. 

On the 24th, we crossed the Vet-river, where it is in contem- 
plation to erect a chureh, and lay outa village, for which the 
situation appears excellently adapted. There are many farmers 
in the vicinity who have an ardent desire for God’s word. The 
plan is, for a zealous and gifted elder from Zwellendam to per- 
form the weekly service here, and for the minister to visit occa- 
sionally, and administer the sacraments. The increase of such 
small settlements is greatly to be wished, as there are numerous 
colonists who live so far from any church, that they can very 
seldom attend divine worship. 

On the 25th, we rose, as usual, at five o’clock, and made a stage 
from Zvetemelk-river, where we slept, to Valsh-river. Two of 
our oxen here falling lame, we purchased a pair from Mr. Saur- 
man, a neighboring farmer, at the current price of 45 dollars a 
head, and he very obligingly consented to let our exhausted cattle 
graze with his own till our return. We were rejoiced to find 
Christian friends in him and his wife, the awakening which began 
some years ago round Genadendal having extended tothem. We 
noticed a Bible and Genadendal hymn-book on the table, both of 
which bore evident marks of having been well used. The 
awakening is said to have been very general as far as the Gauritz 
river, which forms the Zwellendam boundary ; but bey ond that 
all is still torpid and dead. We mounted the extensive ridge 
which borders this stream in the afternoon. The soil on these 
heights is remarkably fertile ; yet, for want of moisture, it would 
not repay cultivation. Aloes and other succulent plants, mixed 
with wild shrubs, overrun the ground. When it grew dark, we 
halted for the night amongst these splendid plants, not a few of 
which were crushed and trampled down by our wagon and oxen. 
It is the genuine medicinal species, Aloes Socotrina, which grows 
here. To gather the juice, a hole is made in the ground, and 
lined with a sheep-skin, the smooth side up. The leaves are 
then cut off, and arranged round the hole with the severed ends 
downward. In hot weather, the juice flows out freely, and is 
afterward thickened, by boiling, into a solid mass. The trade in 
aloe-tapping, as it is called, was very lucrative some years back, 
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when the drug fetched a high price ; and, even now, many a poor 
family finds it no despicable source of income, though the em- 
ployment is not a pleasant one, as the hands become impregnated 
with the bitter juice. 

On the 26th, our course lay over the same high ground for a 
couple of hours, during which we noticed the bean-tree, common 
round Enon, bearing an edible fruit resembling the common bean. 
We then descended into the picturesque but arid valley of the 
Gauritz, which, though at some seasons a deep and broad river, 
was now but a few paces across, and scarcely knee-deep. As 
there was no pasturage whatever for our cattle, we merely halied 
to let them slake their thirst, and went on two hours farther to 
Honeyklip Klouf, where we found some little grass. At night we 
let them loose to forage for themselves, at Duortjeshoogte, and 
they were so successful that they had no inducement to stray, to 
a distance from our encampment. 

On the 27th, we halted at Gebbeks-valley for our mid-day meal. 
While we were thus engaged, a young farmer, who was on his 
road to the forests above George, stopped his horse to gaze at us. 
Being aware of his business, I asked him, whether he belonged to 
those destroyers, who, like the locusts, laid all waste before them, 
till the whole land was bare, or whether he intended to plant 
trees in place of what he felled. As he replied only by a look of 
the utmost astonishment, I added, between jest and earnest, that, 
were I Governor, I would grant no one license to fell trees, who 
had not first planted a certain number. The man seemed petri- 
fied, and could not comprehend, of what use it could be to plant 
trees which would yield no profit till long after the planter’s death. 
The two Braak rivers now lay before us, so called from the tide 
which reaches up thus far, and makes the water brackish. We 
had hoped to cross them both this evening; but, on reaching the 
Little Braak river at three o’clock, it was swollen by the tide, 
which detained us four hours, and, by the time we had effected 
our passage, it was quite dark. 

Early on the 28th, we passed the Great Break river, transport- 
ing our baggage across in a boat, as the water was deep, and 
leaving the oxen to follow with the empty wagon. This con- 
sumed two hours, and the boat cost us two shillings. We met 
here the Rev. Mr. Ballot, of George, who was on his way to the 
synod, with his family. By sunset, we reached Pacaltsdorp, 
where we were kindly welcomed by Mr. Anderson, the missionary, 
and his family, as also by Mr. Helm, of Zuurbrak. Pascaltsdorp is 
named after the worthy missionary Pacalt, who died here. He 
commenced his labours in 1814, and the station now numbers 700 
members, many of whom are obliged to seek their maintenance 
from home. The neighbourhood of the forests, and of George, 
which is only a good hour’s distance, affords them many temporal 
advantages ; but the missionaries Jament the temptations to which 
their people are exposed by the proximity of the town. Like 
our Enon, this settlement suffers severely from want of water, 
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which many a season renders the gardens useless. Most of the 
houses are in a state of decay, being built of wood, which is 
plentiful here. Pacaltsdorp, however, possesses a neat and 
massive church, for which it is indebted to a legacy of the late 
missionary, and a beautiful infant school, which is superintended 
by one of the Miss Andersons. A substantial school-house is 
also about to be erected for the elder children, who are under 
Mr. Hood’s care. Mr. Anderson, who has been engaged in mis- 
sionary service for thirty-seven years, labours here in blessing, 
beloved by his flock, and respected by the colonists, whose indif- 
ference, however, to spiritual things, occasions him sincere 
regret. 

Having now to cross the formidable Craddock’s-berg, we hired 
sixteen fresh oxen in Pacaltsdorp, and two Hottentots, sending 
our own team forward. We reached the foot of the mountain in 
two hours and a half; but here the road was in a dreadful state, 
and we could ascribe it to nothing but a Divine interposition that, 
after a continued struggle of four hours, we find ourselves safe 
on the northern declivity. Twice was the wagon in danger of 
being precipitated down the rocks, the hind wheel being already 
raised high aloft from the ground, when it was recovered by the 
coolness and dexterity of Frederic and his son. It is in such 
mountain-passes, that one sees the reason why African wagons 
are so strongly built, and drawn by so many oxen. Thankful to 
the Lord for his gracious preservation, and wearied by our toils, 
we composed ourselves to a sound sleep, in our wagon, at the 
entrance into Langekloof. 

On the 30th, we continued our journey along a beautiful and 
even road. During our halt at noon, a constable passed us with 
a Bushman in his custody, who had escaped from prison at 
George, and reached the Sunday river before he was caught. He 
was charged with a murder in the district of Graaf-Reinet, but 
rode by the side of his keeper quite unconcerned, to all appear- 
ance, about his situation. This is, indeed, a striking feature in 
the character of this despised race. His simple, good-natured 
countenance, looked like any thing but a murderer’s. Encamping 
in the evening between the Diep and Klip rivers, we were dis- 
turbed in the night by a smart shower, which, however, was un- 
happily of too short continuance to soak the parched ground. 

October 1st. We crossed the Keurboom’s river, and bivouacked 
near Avontuur. The night was very cold, and in the morning 
we saw the grass covered with hoar frost. Night frosts, indeed, 
are by no means unfrequent in the Langekloof, which has a con- 
siderable elevation, and snow is often seen in winter. The farmer 
at Avontuur, of whom we purchased a sheep and some other 
necessaries, told us that 600 Fingo families were about to settle 
in the neighboring Zitzikamma forest, if report said true. He 
was highly displeased at the project, being convinced that they 
would do nothing but steal for their living. To me it seemed 
matter for rejoicing, as they would be brought under the influence 
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of the Gospel, at least in some degree, by their residence in a 
Christian country. 

3d. We made a long day’s journey, passing various farms. 
The chief business carried on in the Langekloof is grazing, the 
growth of corn being discouraged by the distance from a town. 
Civilization appears to have made but little progress in this valley 
during the last twenty years. We left it behind on the afternoon 
of the 4th, and bidding adieu, for the present, to the western 
division of the colony, descended to the Krom river, which 
separates the district of George from Uitenhage. 

Mr. Meeding, the Field-cornet, whose abode we reached next 
day, informed us, that he had just located about 800 Fingoes in 
the wooded range of the Zitzikamma. He stated that they were 
in a very destitute condition, and that numbers of them went 
about from place to place begging food. We, too, met several 
families of them, who appealed to our charity, as well as their 
imperfect knowledge of the language would allow, but were re- 
spectful withal, and far from importunate. Some even offered us 
money, of which they had already learned the use, if we would 
only supply their wants. 

The Fingoes are the relics of several inland tribes, who have 
been expelled, and almost annihilated, by their more powerful 
neighbours, probably the horde of the ferocious and plundering 
Chaka. The survivors took refuge with the Caffres in 1828, who 
treated them as serfs. When the colonial troops overran a large 
portion of Caffraria, in 1830, they sought the protection of the 
British government, who assigned them a tract of country on the 
borders. This gave great offence to the Caffres, who alleged, 
probably not without reason, that the Fingoes had carried off with 
them many of their cattle; and several bloody skirmishes have 
taken place in consequence, between the two nations, since the 
peace. Our government have, therefore, made them an offer of 
a settlement within the bounds of the colony, which, if wisely 
managed, may be productive of important advantages to both 
parties. The colonists will be supplied with laborers; and they, 
in return, will be civilized, and led to embrace the Gospel. Their 
pitiable state, both as to soul and body, excited our inmost com- 
miseration, whenever we met them. 

After parting with Mr. Meeding, we met with the missionaries, 
Gebel, Kraut, and Lange, with the wife and family of the first- 
mentioned, who, having been obliged to quit their station at 
Bethany by various untoward circumstances, had found a home 
at Enon since the month of May, and were now on their way 
westward. Deeply sympathizing with them in their trials, we 
should have been glad to make a longer halt with them had time 
allowed. Toward evening we quitted the rugged valley of the 
Krom river, and by noon, next day, reached Diep river. We 
passed, on our way, a horde of from fifty to sixty Fingoes, with 
their small herd of oxen and goats; and, on encamping by the 
river, found fourteen smal] huts in a wood, which evidently be- 
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longed to the same tribe. In a while two families of them ap- 
peared, who thankfully devoured the fragments of our meal. 
They gave us to understand, by means of one of their children, 
who spoke a little Dutch, that they had been stripped of every 
thing by the Caffres. 

Meeting here a messenger from Enon with fresh oxen, we left 
our own at Rondebush, some miles further on, to await our re- 
turn. Under Frederic’s careful management they were still in 
good condition, though they had been in the harness for sixteen 
days together, and performed many a long stage on but short 
commons. 

In the course of the night a gentle rain came on, which lasted, 
with little intermission, all the following day and night. In the 
afternoon of the 7th, we crossed the broad Chamtoos river, not 
without difficulty, in a crazy ferry-boat, and unyoked for the 
night in a pleasant woodland tract, two hours further on. The 
rain, which bad been heavy for some time, now poured down in 
such torrents, that we durst not unpack our beds, but spent the 
stormy night sitting in the wagon. 

The weather clearing up in the morning, we enjoyed the jour- 
ney through a beautiful and fertile country. Our new oxen, how- 
ever, were by no means so ready as the former at mounting hills; 
and the ascent from Von Stade’s river cost our drivers no small 
exertion. We halted, under a lovely moon, two hours from 
Uitenhage, where we arrived at nine o’clock next morning. This 
town is pleasantly situated, and has increased considerably of late 
years. We spent some hours in visiting various friends, amongst 
the rest Mr. Messer, who is in the service of the London Mis- 
sionary Society, and labours in blessing among the heathen 
population. Mr. Corner, who is unconnected with any society, 
preaches to the Fingoe inhabitants, employing Daniel Kaffer as 
interpreter, who formerly served at Shiloh in that capacity. Mr. 
Smith, now absent at the synod, is a faithful witness of the truth 
to the European residents. 

Hitherto we had. neither seen nor heard any thing of wild 
beasts ; but here the report was rife, that lions infested the road 
to Enon, and that two men had recently fallen a prey to them. 
Taking the precaution, however, to kindle a Jarge fire, we slept 
very peacefully, under the Divine protection, on a spot which six 
of these formidable beasts were said to frequent, and where traces 
of them were subsequently seen by some of our Hottentots from 
Enon. 

Making only a short halt on the Sunday river, we arrived at 
Enon, safe and well, on the 10th, at noon, and were welcomed 
with much love by the missionaries and their flock. We were 
glad to find that the rain had reached thus far, so that the grass 
began to sprout afresh, though the water lay only in a few pools 
in the bed of the river. This, and the ruinous appearance of 
several cottages, and the marks of the havoc made by the flood 
some years ago, had a depressing effect on our minds. The con- 
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gregation joined to thank the Lord for His gracious protection, 
in the evening meeting; and I took the opportunity to convey to 
them salutations from the congregation in the upper country, aad 
from many friends in Europe. 

On the 11th, and following days, I made myself acquainted 
with the present state of the congregation. The activity of the 
missionaries has been necessarily restricted, in externals, by the 
long-continued drought. The mill stands idle, and its wood-work 
plainly shows the ravages of time; and gardening and tillage are 
suspended. We were the more thankful to find that the various 
trades were going on briskly. The joiner’s shop and carpentry, 
and the smithy and cutlery, employ nine or ten hands, under the 
superintendence of Brethren Halter and Stoltz, beside supplying 
occupation for the rest of the inhabitants in felling timber, char- 
coal-burning, &c. The currier’s business could only be carried 
on on a small scale, for want of water; still it furnished a profit- 
able employment to the poorer class in gathering bark. With 
regard to the spiritual progress of the congregation, there are 
many discouraging circumstances. Those inhabitants, especially, 
who have to earn their livelihood at a distance, are exposed to 
numerous temptations ; in others, again, the want of employment, 
and consequent poverty, leads to idle habits, and a discontented 
spirit. There are, however, many, especially among the com- 
municants, who have made solid experience of the grace of Ged, 
and are intent on remaining faithful to it. 

It cannot be denied that the prospect of our Hottentots, and 
consequently of the missionaries also, as to temporals, is dark 
and disheartening. Not only is the cultivation of the land and 
gardens frustrated by the drought, but the cattle seem more liable 
to disease than formerly. Many families do not pussess a single 
cow; and the whole number belonging to Enon scarce exceeds 
that of the population. The best and most accessible timber in 
the neighbourhood has already fallen under the axe; and bark 
and charcoal are less profitable than heretofore. Most of the 
poorer class are obliged to live on wild fruits and beans. As 
these hard times are continually recurring, it is no wonder that 
Enon falls off, rather than increases, in the number of its inhabit- 
ants. It is no easy task for the missionaries to maintain the 
almost incessant struggle with these difficulties, which impede 
them in every department of their labours, both amongst young 
and old. I was thankful to find them still willing to prosecute 
their efforts, in hopes of better times, though this hope must, to 
human calculation, appear a very faint one. May our Saviour, 
to whom all things are possible, Himself devise a way for their 
relief, and grant our people wisdom and grace to lessen their 
difficulties by frugality and diligence ! 

On the 12th, we visited all the Hottentot dwellings, sixty-five 
in number, of which ten are brick; many of the rest, being built 
of wood, are hastening to decay, and afford little protection 
against wind and rain. We found about 200 of the inhabitants 
Vou. VIL—56. 
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longed to the same tribe. In a while two families of them ap- 
peared, who thankfully devoured the fragments of our meal. 
They gave us to understand, by means of one of their children, 
who spoke a little Dutch, that they had been stripped of every 
thing by the Caffres. 

Meeting here a messenger from Enon with fresh oxen, we left 
our own at Rondebush, some miles further on, to await our re- 
turn. Under Frederic’s careful management they were still in 
good condition, though they had been in the harness for sixteen 
days together, and performed many a long stage on but short 
commons. 

In the course of the night a gentle rain came on, which lasted, 
with little intermission, all the following day and night. In the 
afternoon of the 7th, we crossed the broad Chamtoos river, not 
without difficulty, in a crazy ferry-boat, and unyoked for the 
night in a pleasant woodland tract, two hours further on. The 
rain, which bad been heavy for some time, now poured down in 
such torrents, that we durst not unpack our beds, but spent the 
stormy night sitting in the wagon. 

The weather clearing up in the morning, we enjoyed the jour- 
ney through a beautiful and fertile country. Our new oxen, how- 
ever, were by no means so ready as the former at mounting hills ; 
and the ascent from Von Stade’s river cost our drivers no small 
exertion. We halted, under a lovely moon, two hours from 
Uitenhage, where we arrived at nine o’clock next morning. This 
town is pleasantly situated, and has increased considerably of late 
years. We spent some hours in visiting various friends, amongst 
the rest Mr. Messer, who is in the service of the London Mis- 
sionary Society, and labours in blessing among the heathen 
population. Mr. Corner, who is unconnected with any society, 
preaches to the Fingoe inhabitants, employing Daniel Kaffer as 
interpreter, who formerly served at Shiloh in that capacity. Mr. 
Smith, now absent at the synod, is a faithful witness of the truth 
to the European residents. 

Hitherto we had neither seen nor heard any thing of wild 
beasts ; but here the report was rife, that lions infested the road 
to Enon, and that two men had recently fallen a prey to them. 
Taking the precaution, however, to kindle a Jarge fire, we slept 
very peacefully, under the Divine protection, on a spot which six 
of these formidable beasts were said to frequent, and where traces 
of them were subsequently seen by some of our Hottentots from 
Enon. 

Making only a short halt on the Sunday river, we arrived at 
Enon, safe and well, on the 10th, at noon, and were welcomed 
with much love by the missionaries and their flock. We were 
glad to find that the rain had reached thus far, so that the grass 
began to sprout afresh, though the water lay only in a few pools 
in the bed of the river. This, and the ruinous appearance of 
several cottages, and the marks of the havoc made by the flood 
some years ago, had a depressing effect on our minds. The con- 
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gregation joined to thank the Lord for His gracious protection, 
in the evening meeting; and I took the opportunity to convey to 
them salutations from the congregation in the upper country, aad 
from many friends in Europe. 

On the 11th, and following days, I made myself acquainted 
with the present state of the congregation. The activity of the 
missionaries has been necessarily restricted, in externals, by the 
long-continued drought. The mill stands idle, and its wood-work 
plainly shows the ravages of time; and gardening and tillage are 
suspended. We were the more thankful to find that the various 
trades were going on briskly. The joiner’s shop and carpentry, 
and the smithy and cutlery, employ nine or ten hands, under the 
superintendence of Brethren Halter and Stoltz, beside supplying 
occupation for the rest of the inhabitants in felling timber, char- 
coal-burning, &c. The currier’s business could only be carried 
on on a small scale, for want of water; still it furnished a profit- 
able employment to the poorer class in gathering bark. With 
regard to the spiritual progress of the congregation, there are 
many discouraging circumstances. Those inhabitants, especially, 
who have to earn their livelihood at a distance, are exposed to 
numerous temptations ; in others, again, the want of employment, 
and consequent poverty, leads to idle habits, and a discontented 
spirit. There are, however, many, especially among the com- 
municants, who have made solid experience of the grace of Ged, 
and are intent on remaining faithful to it. 

It cannot be denied that the prospect of our Hottentots, and 
consequently of the missionaries also, as to temporals, is dark 
and disheartening. Not only is the cultivation of the land and 
gardens frustrated by the drought, but the cattle seem more liable 
to disease than formerly. Many families do not pussess a single 
cow ; and the whole number belonging to Enon scarce exceeds 
that of the population. The best and most accessible timber in 
the neighbourhood has already fallen under the axe; and bark 
and charcoal are less profitable than heretofore. Most of the 
poorer class are obliged to live on wild fruits and beans. As 
these hard times are continually recurring, it is no wonder that 
Enon falls off, rather than increases, in the number of its inhabit- 
ants. It is no easy task for the missionaries to maintain the 
almost incessant struggle with these difficulties, which impede 
them in every department of their labours, both amongst young 
and old. I was thankful to find them still willing to prosecute 
their efforts, in hopes of better times, though this hope must, to 
human calculation, appear a very faint one. May our Saviour, 
to whom all things are possible, Himself devise a way for their 
relief, and grant our people wisdom and grace to lessen their 
difficulties by frugality and diligence ! 

On the 12th, we visited all the Hottentot dwellings, sixty-five 
in number, of which ten are brick; many of the rest, being built 
of wood, are hastening to decay, and afford little protection 


against wind and rain. We found about 200 of the inhabitants 
Vor. VI—56. 
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at home, or about half the number; the rest being employed at 
Uitenhage, Graham’s Town, and Port Elizabeth, where, however, 
wages have been lowered, since so many Fingoes have found 
their way into the colony. 

On the 13th, I was engaged in conversing with the Hottentot 
brethren, at their special request, on their temporal difficulties, in 
which they seemed to expect help from me, though they well 
knew that the true cause of them, the failure of water, was be- 
yond my power to remedy. The only relief which appeared at 
all practicable, was to grant them access to a certain wooded hol- 
low, hitherto reserved for the use of the mission ; and J promised 
to take their request into consideration. Accordingly, a few days 
after, I visited this kloof, which lies five or six miles to the north- 
east. The Johannenthal, as it is called, is a strikingly romantic 
glen, through which a slender streamlet was still trickling. We met 
with many traces of wild hogs, goats, and baboons, and had the 
pleasure to see numerous beautiful paroquets, without, however, 
being able to capture one of them. The elephant and buffalo, 
which formerly tenanted this valley, appeared to have entirely 
abandoned it; and we saw nothing but an old bleached skeleton 
of the former. Ina subsequent mission-conference, we resolved 
to allow the Hottentots to fell four or five wagon loads of timber 
in this kloof, under Brother Halter’s direction, and sell them to 
our joiners at the market price. It was further agreed, in con- 
sideration of the present distress, that they should receive 100 
dollars, Cape currency, from the fund for the relief of the Hot- 
tentots, as a payment for their services in enclosing the burial- 
ground with palisades, and repairing the neighbouring roads, 
though they had offered to do these works gratuitously. They 
were thankful for this assistance, when the result of our de- 
liberations was announced to them; but appeared not so well 
satisfied with the partial grant of wood in the Johannenthal, 
where they had hoped for unrestricted liberty. This, however, 
was more than we could, in prudence, concede to them, as it was 
evident that, at this rate, the whole glen would be soon laid bare; 
and no more wood being left in the neighbourhood, there would 
be a difficulty in carrying on the existing trades of the settlement. 

In an excursion with Brother Halter up the river, I observed 
with regret, the havoc caused by the inundation of 1832, which 
had swept away great part of the trench leading to the mill, and 
seemed to render nugatory all further attempts at irrigating 
Enon. It was some consolation, however, to see the channel 
cut on the left bank of the river to a most productive plot, called 
Gerar, a full mile from the place, still in good condition. Suill, 
as long as there is no flowing water in the river, the large gar- 
dens laid out there can be made no use of. Some heavier falls 
of rain occurred, during our visit, than had been the case for two 
years; but, refreshing as they were to the meadows, they left no 
trace on the parched bed of the Witte river. 

The conference determined to take in hand the repair of the 
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various buildings of the mission, without delay ; but the case of the 
mill seemed hopeless. Leaving the walls, therefore, as a barrier 
against future floods, it was resolved to devote the iron and tim- 
ber, which could be removed, to other purposes. 

On the 14th, was the examination of the infant school, com- 
menced two years ago, which has here, as every where, a happy 
influence on the whole congregation. Upward of sixty children 
belong to this school, of whom about forty are regular attend- 
ants. When they had gone through their various exercises, a 
small piece of linen was distributed to each, which proved a very 
seasonable gift. The means were supplied by the beneficence of 
an English lady. From this school, which is conducted by 
Brother Stoltz, assisted by his wife and Sister Halier, the boys 
pass on to one under Brother Genth; though, as they are taken at 
an early age to tend the cattle, their attendance is far from being 
regular. The girls’ schovl, under Brother Halter, is more nu- 
merous: of the forty-four pupils, | heard twenty-seven read well 
in the Bible, and there were a duzen absent. The elder girls are 
taught sewing, by Sister Genth, four times a week. Lastly, a 
Sunday school has recently been opened for all the adults, which 
is attended by about seventy persons, half of whom can read the 
Bible. The zeal with which several old people, in spectacles, 
applied themselves to their spelling, was interesting to behold. 

I preached, on Sunday the 15th, to an attentive auditory. On 
the 19th, I and my wife conversed with the communicants, of 
whom sixty-six called on us for the purpose, rather more than 
half of the whole number on the list. We were, in general, 
much gratified by their declarations. “Every tree,” said a 
brother, ‘* bears but one and the same sort of fruit; but with my 
poor, depraved heart, it is quite different ; for it brings forth good 
and bad, sweet and bitter, wholesome and poisonous; and the 
latter, alas! in greatest abundance. It is, however, my wish and 
prayer, that my heart may produce such fruit as may be pleasing 
to our Saviour, and for this I hope to derive strength from the 
enjoyment of the Holy Communion, though I am not worthy to 
partake of it.” 

Sunday the 22d, Brother Halter preached, and, in the evening, 
I had the favour to administer the Holy Communion. The Lord 
our Saviour was in the midst of us, and gave us a heart-reviving 
perception of his peace. 

Next morning we took leave of Enon, for the present, and pur- 
sued our journey to Shiloh. Our route led through the beautiful 
but waterless valley, where, in 1819, the Caffres surrounded and 
killed nine men belonging to Enon, whose graves are still visible. 
The whole region, as far as Bushman’s river, is one of the love- 
liest in the colony; but it wants water. At one place, in the 
neighbourhood, between four and five shillings are demanded for 
watering a team of oxen. Toward sunset, we halted for the 
night in a pleasant champaign not far from the Quagga’s Ponds. 
The Quagga, or wild ass, appears to have almost forsaken these 














































444 MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS 


plains; but, on the following morning, we had the gratification 
of seeing several noble herds of spring-bucks, which displayed 
their agility in fine style when our people set the dog at them. 

Near Bushman’s river we regained the high road to Graham’s 
Town, and had a proof of the activity of this important frontier 
town at the first halting place we came to, as we found there a 
train of no fewer than nineteen wagons, the oxen of which were 
grazing on the neighbouring heights, while their drivers regaled 
themselves under the shade of the trees and bushes. We count- 
ed more than fifty wagons, in the next twenty-four hours, between 
here and Graham’s Town. Twenty years ago there was not a 
single European dwelling-house there, beside the barracks ; and 
the traffic with the native tribes, to which it owes its prosperity, 
had not commenced twelve or fifteen years back. At Bushman’s 
river we found the oxen which had been sent forward from Enon, 
and which the drivers had, happily, put up, during the night, at 
a neighbouring kraal, as a colonist, who had left his oxen out on 
the plain, had three carried off the same night by the wolves or 
hyenas. The Assegai forest, which we crossed the same evening, 
does not now furnish wood enough to boil a kettle. 

On the 25th, we saw a caravan of twenty-four wagons, with 
large herds of cattle, belonging to a company of Dutch farmers, 
who were making for the interior. This emigration has been 
going on for upward of a year; and it is computed that some 
4 or 5000 persons have thus left the colony. It is said that the 
bulk of them have settled, for the present, on the Val river; but 
that, finding the situation unhealthy, they are about removing to 
the east, to a tract of land between Port Natal and the Fakie 
tribe. This rage for emigration, it is feared, will be attended 
with disastrous consequences, both to themselves and to the na- 
tive tribes; for they seem to carry with them an hereditary con- 
tempt for the rights of the natives, whom they consider them- 
selves entitled to shoot like wild beasts, if they offer any oppo- 
sition to their encroachments, and to keep or sell their children 
for slaves. The Caffres, as may be easily supposed, are no indif- 
ferent spectators of these inroads ; and would probably repel the 
aggressors by force of arms, did they feel themselves strong 
enough. As itis, their only resource seems to be in the protec- 
tion of our government, with whom they wish to keep on friendly 
terms. The latter, unable to recal the emigrants, or to prevent 
others from following them, appear desirous to cultivate amica- 
ble relations with them, that they may find them allies, and not 
enemies, should hostilities reecommence. At least, Iam at a loss 
to account in any other way for their forbearance toward them. 
Yet, whatever the designs and plans of man may be, we would 
fain hope, that these remarkable changes may be finally overruled 
to the extension of God’s kingdom. 

We reached Graham's Town in the afternoon, and were hos- 
pitably welcome: by the sons of Mr. Monro, the missionary, who 
was absent, with his wife, on a visit near the coast. The place, 
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named after Col. Graham, who rendered so many signal services 
to this part of the colony, was founded in 1813, and is already 
one of the most populous towns in the country. Most of the 
inhabitants are English, who emigrated hither in 1820, and are 
principally merchants. There is a spacious Episcopal church, two 
Methodist chapels, one for the white, and the other for the 
coloured population ; the Mission chapel of the London Mis- 
sionary Society, where is service alternately in Dutch and Eng- 
lish, and, lastly, a Baptist chapel; but no Dutch Reformed 
church. The houses are built in very different styles, most of 
them with gardens intervening. Outside the town are the kraals 
of the Fingoes, who are very numerous here, and who are valued 
above both Caffres and Hottentots, for their temperance, frugality, 
and industry. The Methodists take charge of their religious 
instruction, and educate their children. 

On the 26th, I visited Lieut. Governor Stockenstrom, with 
whom I found Botma, a Caffre chief, and his retinue. I was glad 
to learn from his excellency, that the head chiefs are very desirous 
to prevent any infraction of the peace; and that missionaries 
and merchants have every where resumed their operations as 
before the war. In the afternoon we proceeded a stage further, 
over Botha’s-hill, through a wooded district, which afforded a 
lodgment to the Caffres in the late contest. We were annoyed, 
in the evening, by the howling of the hyenas, which continued 
till the firing of a gun at length scared them away. These ani- 
mals are found throughout the colony, and even in the neighbour- 
hood of Cape Town; as their inaccessible retreats, and long 
nocturnal marches, render their extirpation extremely difficult. 
On approaching Caffraria they grow more numerous and daring, 
unearthing and devouring corpses already buried. 

On the 27th, passing by the military post at Hermann’s-kraal, 
where a corps of seventy Hottentots were on duty, we crossed 
the Great Fish river, not far from the influx of the Koonap. 
Next day we reached the picturesque valley of the Kat river, in 
the nighbourhood of Fort Beaufort, one of the most important 
military posts on the frontiers. There had been no want of rain 
here, and the succession of hill and dale, wood and meadow, pre- 
sented a verdant and luxuriant landscape, such as is very seldom 
seen in South Africa, and which would be striking even in the 
finest parts of Europe. 

On the 29th, we came to the Hottentot settlements, begun in 
1829 and 1830, which we were truly glad to find exhibiting more 
trees of cultivation and industry than we had met with in the 
eastern part of the colony. Their clothing, indeed, bespoke their 
poverty, as was to be expected from the hardships they had 
undergone in the late war, and their cottages were mostly small; 
but they were surrounded by blooming gardens and corn fields, 
watered from the Kat river, though I was told that it was not 
always available for irrigation. 

It had been our object to reach Philipstown in time for morn- 
ing service, and, just as we arrived, Mr. Read, jun., having heard 
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of our approach, came to request me to preach for him, as he 
was just setting off to Maasdorp, to open a new church there, and 
the service at home would otherwise have to be omitted. I gladly 
assented, and though the church was not filled, the auditory was 
more numerous than might have been expected, under the cir- 
cumstances, and they listened with great attention. Beside 
Philipstown, the principal Hottentot settlements on the Kat 
river, are Buxton, Balfour, Stockenstrém, and Maasdorp. Bal- 
four has also a church, and a minister salarized by government, 
Mr. Thomson, who was formerly a missionary at Chumie. 
Messrs. Read, father and son, are stationed at Philipstown, in the 
service of the London Missionary Society; the furmer of whom 
was absent, on a visit in Europe. The aggregate population of 
these settlements is estimated at about 4,000, and there are in all 
twelve schools, which are not, however, just now in the most 
flourishing condition. 

In the evening we proceeded a couple of miles further, to the 
foot of the mountain, which we had to ascend next morning, and 
took up our quarters at a pious Hottentot’s, named Geisman. 
Having hired a fresh train of oxen, we set out early on the 30th, 
hoping to reach Shiloh that day. But, after mounting up-hill for 
half an hour, we came to so steep a part of the road, that all the 
exertions of our new cattle could not move the wagon; and we 
were obliged to send back to the place, whence we had obtained 
the relay for harness, that we might add some of our own oxen 
to the team ; thus, after a delay of two hours, we gained the top 
of the acclivity, though not without breaking the traces, and 
the consequent danger of an overturn. Another steep ascent 
occasioned us a yet longer delay in the afternoon; and we were 
glad and thankful when, toward evening, we gained the summit 
of the mountain, and began to descend. 

After spending the night by a mountain streamlet, which flows 
into the Klipplaat, we entered on a grassy plain, where all sorts 
of game were once abundant, and arrived at Shiloh about noon 
on the 3ist. Here we were presently surrounded by its white, 
brown, and black inhabitants, who all pressed forward to shake 
hands and bid us welcome. In the evening, thanksgivings were 
offered up to the Lord our Saviour, by the assembled congrega- 
tion, for His gracious preservation during our lengthened journey ; 
after which I briefly addressed them, and commended Brother 
Kister to their love and confidence. 

We staid here till the 20th of November, during which period I 
had frequent conversations with my brethren on the temporal and 
spiritual circumstances of the congregation. We also spoke indi- 
vidually with all the Hottentot inhabitants of the place, and, by the 
aid of an interpreter, with many of the Tambookies and the 
kindred tribes, and had an opportunity of learning various par- 
ticulars, from visitors from the neighbourhood, respecting the 
situation of the wild tribes by which Shiloh is surrounded on the 
north, east, and south. 

(To be continued.)- 
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(From the “Periodical Accounts,” &c.} 
Il. SOUTH AFRICA. 


Ir will be seen, by a reference to a letter from Brother Hall- 
beck, dated April 27th, that the establishment of a Seventh Mis- 
sionary Station in South Africa, of which some distant prospect 
was held out in one of his former letters, is likely to be carried 
into effect earlier than was anticipated, though in a different 
locality from any of those that had been previously suggested. 
Passing by, at least for the present, the vale of the Knysna, the 
town of Uitenhage, and the South African capital, our Brethren 
have directed their attention to the long-despised and neglected 
Fingoes, who, delivered from the state of bondage and oppression, 
in which they had been long held by the Caffres, have, to the 
number of many thousands, found an asylum within the colonial 
frontier. ‘To the urgent request of his Excellency the Governor 
of the Colony, seconded by the Lieutenant-Governor Stocken- 
strom, whose philanthropical views in regard to the aboriginal 
tribes are well known, Brother Hallbeck and his colleagues felt 
it right so far to accede, as to engage to send a deputation of 
their number to visit the Fingo refugees, and to examine into the 
existing facilities for the formation of a settlement among them. 
The ultimate decision of the question, relative to the establish- 
ment of the proposed station, will, of course, rest with the 
Directing Board of the Brethren’s Missions. Meanwhile we can 
do no other than earnestly implore the Lord, to provide a suffi- 
ciency, both of labourers and means, for the occupation of this, 
or any other additional sphere of useful activity. 

The intelligence from Enon will be perused with feelings of 
melancholy interest. The once beautiful and comparatively fer- 
tile valley of the Witte river appears to have been visited, for some 
years past, with almost entire sterility,—the effect of a state of 
the atmosphere resembling that with which the children of Israel 
were threatened by Jehovah, as a punishment for rebellion 
against Him :—* The heaven that is over thy head shall be brass, 
and the earth that is under thee shall be iron.” Deut. xxviii. 23. 
What may be the issue of the present sore trial, it is impossible 
to foresee. We would, however, hope, that it may not be found 
needful to abandon a station, which has experienced, ever since 
its foundation in 1818, many striking proofs of the providential 
care of the Lord, and His help in time of need. 


EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM BROTHER H. P. HALLBECK. 


** Genadendal, April 12th, 1838. 

“My Dear Brotner,—I can hardly believe, that full two 
months have passed away since I wrote to you last, on the 6th of 
February, but so it is, nevertheless ; and it is to me an additional 
warning to recollect with what rapidity our short time of proba- 
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ticn hastens away amidst the various avocations of this life. 
Meanwhile you will not have been altogether without intelligence 
from us regarding the progress of the mission, as my letters to your 
colleague, of February 27th and March 16th, will no doubt have 
been communicated to you. ‘The first quarter of this year has, 
indeed, been a very busy one with me, owing to the various 
changes which have been in progress since my return from the 
interior. In the first place I had to wind up the accounts for the 
last two years, and to make myself fully acquainted with the state 
of our congregation, after so long an absence; then came the 
removal of Brother and Sister Teutsch to Elim, in consequence 
of the illness of the Brethren there, which threw upon me all the 
duties of Brother Teutsch, among the rest the superintendence 
of the building of our seminary for assistants. About the same 
time Brother Tietze grew so ill that he was obliged to leave 
Hemel-en-Aarde and remove hither, which occasioned a vacancy 
at the Leper Institution, until Brother and Sister Fritsch took 
charge of it, towards the end of March, a circumstance which 
obliged me to visit that station twice within a few weeks. And, 
in the first day of this month, the departure of Sister Lees, with 
her son and two children of missionaries, in the first instance for 
Groenekloof, where they now are, not only gave me work for the 
time, but unsettled me for some days afterwards, as I had, in con- 
sequence, to change my lodging, and make arrangements by which 
part of the duties of myself and Sister Hallbeck, connected with 
our large house-keeping, were transferred to Brother and Sister 
Nauhaus. This measure will, I trust, enable me to devote more 
time in future to my writing-desk than has hitherto been possible ; 
particularly since, for the first time during my long residence in 
Africa, I have obtained a separate little room, where I can retire 
when I wish to be undisturbed. Amidst all these changes I have 
pushed on the building with all my might, having daily employed 
between twenty and thirty hands, in order to have the house 
roofed in, if possible, before the rains commence, and which I still 
hope to see accomplished, as we are going to put in the upper- 
most beams to-morrow, and in a couple of days to raise the roof. 

** My last mentioned the decease of our late Sister Bonatz, and 
the great distress of her dear husband. He has, however, been 
wonderfully supported by our Saviour, and not materially inter- 
rupted in his missionary labour by the severe trial which has 
befallen him. As an alleviation of his distress, he set to work to 
prepare a school-book for his Tambookie children, which I hope 
soon to get printed ; and, of late, he has found additional work by 
being obliged to assist a mill-wright in constructing the machinery 
of the water-mill, for which Brother Teutsch erected the building 
and formed the watercourse. According to the last letters from 
Shiloh, our Brethren and Sisters and their flock were left undis- 
turbed, and enjoyed peace from without and within. But further 
eastward all is confusion and insecurity. Part of the wandering 
farmers have been surprised and killed by Dingaan and the Zoolas, 
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on which occasion 274 of these deluded individuals, and among 
the rest their leader, Retief, lost their lives, and continued war 
and slaughter will necessarily be the consequence. Hence most 
of the missionaries, and among the rest Capt. Gardner, have pre- 
cipitately left Port Natal and embarked for Algoa Bay, where 
they arrived a week or two ago. You will perceive from my 
journal, kept during my last visit to the interior, and which I 
trust will have reached you, long before these lines, that this was 
what I expected ; and the worst of it is, that the flame once being 
kindled, no one can foretel the issue. It may, indeed, spread 
much further than we could wish, and disturb the peace of our 
extended frontier line. At Enon the distress continues, occasion- 
ed by the long protracted drought, and greatly augmented by the 
unusually high price of provisions in every part of the colony. 
The lepers at Hemel-en-Aarde were very thankful to receive a 
new teacher, and promised me to make a faithful use of the pri- 
vileges which they enjoy, and of which they acknowledge them- 
selves to be wholly unworthy. There are, at present, a Dutch- 
man, an Englishman, and a German, among the sufferers in the 
leper hospital; and, during the vacancy above alluded to, when 
one of us visited the institution once a week, an active, clever, 
and faithful Hottentot was left in charge of the institution, and 
performed the current daily business with great punctuality and 
success. The Brethren at Elim are now preparing to build 
another dwelling-house, as the one erected as the commencement 
of that station is much too small for three families. 

“As regards the state of our dear Genadendal, I can truly say 
that we have abundant cause to be thankful. There are, indeed, 
instances of unfaithfulness and backsliding, but they have of late 
been very few ; and, on the whole, the course of our congrega- 
tiun is remarkably lively and encouraging. Numbers apply for 
leave to become residents here who appear to be influenced by 
the right motives, so that we hardly know what to do to avoid a 
too sudden increase. Sixty-nine have already obtained leave to 
live with us, since the new year, and thirty more applicants are 
now on my list, who will be taken into consideration at the next 
meeting of the conference of overseers. In the course of last 
week fifty-seven individuals were advanced in the privileges of 
the church; and the several meetings in commemoration of our 
Saviour’s sufferings and death were crowded to excess; indeed, 
on many occasions, numbers were obliged to stand and listen 
before the open doors and windows. We had, also, the happiness 
to hear, both from strangers and residents, many encouraging tes- 
timonies to the blessings which they enjoyed in thus worshipping a 
crucified Saviour; and numbers of the former, on taking leave, burst 
into tears, only regretting that they could not always enjoy these 
high privileges. The solemnities were not a little increased by 
the singing of our newly-formed choir, in the training of which 
Brother Franke is indefatigable. Having spent the two last 
Passion-seasons wholly or partly at sea, J was particularly edified 
Vou. 1V.—67. 
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and delighted to enjoy this season in the midst of this congrega- 
tion, which, on such occasions, is, I believe, more favoured than 
any other in our whole Unity, as far as I-know by personal ob- 
servation, or by the relation of eye-witnesses. Some are hindered 
in their enjoyment, on such occasions, by the state of society in 
which they live, as, for instance, in the West Indies and else- 
where, where slavery is not yet abolished ; others by the severity 
of the climate, as in Greenland and Labrador; others by the 
smaliness of their number, and perhaps, also, something more to 
be deplored; but here every circumstance combines to render 
such great days, as the Hottentots call them, unusually impres- 
sive. O may these impressions but abide, and from one season 
to another assist to impress upon us all, colleetively and indi- 
vidually, the stamp of faithful followers of a crucified Saviour. 
The approaching examinations of our various schools, though 
they are sulemnities of a different character, will, I trust, also 
prove interesting and refreshing to us. The instruction in sing 
ing, English, and geography, are new features in this branch of 
our labour, which I have no doubt will highly please the parents 
and the congregation at large. : 

“The sighf of Sister Korhammer, now in her eighty-second 
year, begins to fail, and Brother Sonderman’s hearing is not im- 
proved. For the rest we are tolerably well, and myself, Sister 
H., and Gustave, are favoured to enjoy a very good state of 
health.” 

“April 27th. By the last post, I had a letter from Brother 
Halter, dated 13th April, written at the express request of his 
Exeellency the Governor, and the Lieutenant Governor at Stock- 
enstrOém, who were both on a visit at Enon. Under a conviction 
of the usefulness of our missionary labours, it is their earnest 
wish, that we may, without loss of time, commence a mission 
among the Fingoes on the Zitzikamma, of whom my journal, which 
I hope is now in your hands, makes mention. ‘The Governor 
has promised to call here on his return, but wishes us to take the 
subject into consideration, without loss of time, and preliminarily 
to inform him whether we are able and willing to enter on the 
undertaking. 

““We have, from the beginning, felt deeply interested in the 
welfare of the Fingoes, as you will see from my journal; and the 
offer appears so providential, that we do not feel at liberty abso- 
lutely to decline it. After conferring with my fellow-labourers, I 
have, therefore, written both to the Governor and Mr. Stocken- 
strom, thanking them for the confidence reposed in us, requesting 
information on certain points connected with the undertaking, 
and promising to take preliminary measures for the commence- 
ment of a mission in the Zitzikamma (subject, however, to the 
approval or disapproval of our directors at home) without loss of 
time. As soon as I receive an answer to the letter just despatch- 
ed, we mean, in the first instance, to send one or two of our mis- 


sionaries into the interior to visit and spend some time with the 
Fingoes. 
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“Sister Lees will probably ere now have informed you of the 
departure of Brother Tietze, which took place on the 19th. His 
end was as gentle as his previous sufferings had been long pro- 
tracted ; and he fell asleep in Jesus, almost imperceptibly.” 

“* May 2st. In the first days of this month, we had unusually 
interesting examinations with our several schools, when the 
children, for the first time, showed their proficiency in the Eng- 
lish language; and when, among the rest, Brother Franke exer- 
cised the children, both boys and girls, in the art of singing, ex- 
actly as he used to do with his scholars in Niesky, two y ears ago, 
for the entertainment of the synodal visitors from Herrnhut. 
Upward of 370 children attended the examinations; and, as 
usual, none pleased me more than the infants, who are under the 
direction of Ezekiel Pfeiffer. ‘They went through their exer- 
cises, and repeated their lessons in a very pleasing manner. A 
few days ago, I had letters from our missionaries at Enon and 
Shiloh, who are all well. The water-mill on the Klipplaat will 
soon be in motion, and Brother Genth has been very active in 
furthering this important work. Here, and in our neighbourhood, 
the Brethren and Sisters are all well, and join in kind salutations 
to yourself and all our English Brethren and friends. 

“H. P. Hatispeck.” 


FROM BROTHER L. TEUTSCH. 


“ Elim, April 17th, 1838. 


‘Dear Brotuer,—My last was addressed to you from Gena- 
dendal. On the 19th February, we took our departure from that 
place, and set out on our return hither. As it was dark before 
we reached Houtkloof, we expected to find but few in attendance 
on the evening service which we proposed holding, but we were 
agreeably disappointed. The good people being informed of our 
approach, by a patrol whom they had stationed with this view on 
a neighbouring eminence, came together from all quarters, some of 
them from a distance of more than a mile, and quite filled the small 
chapel. The following morning we pursued our journey; and, 
after a very pleasant and edifying visit to our esteemed friend, 
Mr. De Bruyn, arrived at Elim befure the close of the day. The 
reception we met with from our dear Brethren Luttring and 
Meyer, and from the whole Hottentot congregation, was truly 
encouraging ; and their continued brotherly kindness and con- 
fidence make us feel quite at home in the scene of our former 
labours. 

“Previous to the solemnities of the Passion-week, my wife 
and myself conversed individually with the members of onr Hot- 
tentot flock, and found abundant cause to acknowledge, to the 
praise of the glory of our Saviour’s grace, that His word does 
not fail to produce abundant fruit. We had, subsequently, the 
pleasure to admit eight persons as candidates for baptism, or for 
the Holy Communion, and to appoint six for the reception of the 
first mentioned solemn rite. Among the catechumens were two 
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apprentices belonging to the country division of our flock. The 
Passion-week and the Easter festival were seasons of rich bless- 
ing, during which the presence of our once suffering but now 
exalted Saviour was sensibly felt. The Easter-morning litany 
was prayed in our burial-ground at the customary early hour, 
while the sun rose gloriously from beneath the horizon. 

** By the hand of Sister Lees, who is returning with her infant 
son to Europe, I hope to send you our diary and other docu- 
ments. We part with this dear friend with unfeigned regret, and 
shall miss her society exceedingly, as our Hottentots will her kind 
visits, and the poor among them her bounty. May the Lord go 
with her, and bring her in safety to her native land; and may He, 
as the goud physician, heal the wounds which He has Himself 
seen fit toinflict. Our fervent and continual prayers attend her.” 


FROM BROTHER J. LEMMERTZ. 
“ Groenekloof, January 28th, 1838. 


“Dear BrotHer,—You will perceive, from our diary, which 
accompanies this letter, that our congregation has experienced 
an inerease of thirty-three persons, during the past year. For 
these dear souls, as for all the members of our Hottentot flock, 
we offer up our supplications to the Lord, beseeching Him to 
lead them by His grace and Holy Spirit, and to teach them more 
and more of His blessed ways. We acknowledge, with grati- 
tude, His past faithfulness, and the mercy and forbearance which 
He still exercises toward us and our defective flock, which we, 
indeed, account our salvation. Of late, we have been often 
cheered by the return to the fold of sheep who had formerly 
strayed, or been excluded on account of transgression; and of 
whom we have reason to believe, that the Lord himself has 
sought and found them, and brought them back. You are aware 
that such restorations to Church-fellowship, as well as the ad- 
mission of persons as.inhabitants of our settlement, never take 
place without the sanction of the committee of overseers, which, 
including nine chapel-servants, forms, at present, a board of 
twenty-one members. The faithfulness with which these our 
esteemed assistants perform their allotted duty, is a great support 
to us in the discharge of our own. 

“In the first days of the present year, my dear wife and myself 
spoke individually with the various classes of our congregation, 
excepting the communicants; and were greatly encouraged by 
the traces we could perceive of a work of the Holy Spirit in the 
hearts of many. On the [4th was the baptism of fonr adults and 
three children into the death of Jesus, and, in the evening, we 
enjoyed, in fellowship, the sacrament of the body and blood of 
Christ. Two of the individuals who were baptized, and two who 
were admitted candidates for baptism, live in the Laweskloof, a 
valley about two miles from our place, where the Hottentot cap- 


- 








FROM SOUTH AFRICA. 453 


tain, Klapmutz, has resided for above thirty years, having occu- 
pied his present dwelling previous to the occupation of Groene- 
kloof by our Brethren. There live with him two families of his 
relations, among whose members a real work of grace has for 
some time past been observable. Most of them are already in 
connexion with us; and itis a great pleasure to us to witness 
their eagerness to attend the services of our church, few of which 
they ever miss. O that we could trace something of the same 
hunger after the word of life in the aged captain, who, though he 
has spent a third part of his long life of near a hundred years 
within the reach of the Gospel, continues apparently as indifferent 
to itas ever! He seems, indeed, to be visited with spiritual as well 
as with natural blindness. You will probably recollect the visit 
which your dear father paid to him in 1816, after administering the 
rite of holy baptism to his daughter, and the hope at that time vainly 
cherished, that the impression which seemed to be made on his 
mind and heart would prove abiding.* 

“TI have already noticed the establishment of an infant-school at 
this settlement. For some time past, the apartment in which it was 
held has proved too small, the number of children in attendance 
amounting to nearly a hundred. We are, in fact, so straightened 
for room, that I am reluctantly compelled to let many be draught- 
ed into the ordinary day-school before they have attained the proper 
age. How thankful should we be to be enabled, through the liberal- 
ity of Christian friends, to provide a suitable school-house for our 
dear infants.” 

‘“* April 21st. We have had a very blessed celebration of the 
Passion-week and Easter festival. On Maundy Thursday a large 
company of our communicants assembled to partake of the sacred 
feast of the Redeemer’s love, on which occasion our respected civil 
commissioner, Mr. Borchard, and Rey. Mr. Brink, the minister of 
the Reformed Church at Cape Town, were present. All the ser- 
vices during this solemn season were, indeed, numerously attended 
by our Hottentots, and strangers from the neighbourhood were not 
wanting. On Easter Sunday five adults were baptized. The an- 
nual service, on the service after Easter, was attended by furty-one 
persons of both sexes, who had been admitted to church privileges 
within the preceding twelve months. May they have grace given 
them to keep the vows which they then solemnly renewed ! ” 


FROM BROTHER ADAM HALTER. 
“ Enon, Feb. 16th, 1838. 


“Dear Brotrner,—You are not uninformed of the changes 
which have lately taken place at this settlement, and by one of 
which, the removal of Brother Genth to Shiloh, I have been more 
immediately affected. I can truly say, that the separation from my 


_—_—— 


* See La Trobe’s Journal, 4to. ed., pp. 48, 309. 
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dear fellow-labourer, whom I have been called to succeed, has 
caused me much pain ; for we have been enabled to dwell together 
in harmony, and to serve our gracious Master in one spirit. And 
we have truly needed the support which such an union is calculated 
to afford ; for the season through which we have been passing, has 
proved one of great trial both to us and our poor people. Nor has 
it yet terminated. I regret to say, that I have never seen this place 
in so melancholy a condition as it is at present. The heat of the 
atmosphere continues so extreme, that to sow or to plant is quite 
impracticable ; and the drought is such, that it is scarcely possible 
to obtain water sufficient even to wash our linen. Water for drinking 
is exceedingly bad. The beautiful yellow-wood trees, (Geelhout- 
boom,) which were once the ornament of Enon, are dying one after 
the other, the roots obtaining no nourishment. In short, those who 
knew Enon fifteen years ago can hardly believe their eyes, when 
they behold the change that has been effected by successive seasons 
of drought. As it might be expected, under such circumstances, 
provisions are so scarce, that the poor can scarcely procure what is 
necessary to preserve life. The flour which 1 have just purchased, 
at Uitenhage, has cost thirty-one dollars, or forty-six shillings, per 
muid, (three Winchester bushels ;) Indian corn, eighteen, and po- 
tatoes, twelve dollars. You may, therefore, form some idea of the 
state to which our people are reduced, at a period when employment 
of any kind is extremely scarce, partly owing to the refugee Fin- 
goes, who are spread over the land, and work at a cheaper rate 
than the Hottentots can afford todo. There are many who are 
suffering all the torments of famine, and who have assured me that 
they are often obliged to retire to rest, without having tasted food 
the whole day. By tying a cloth tightly round their emaciated 
bodies, they fancy that they can, in some measure, repress the 
cravings of hunger. A great number of cattle have been already 
slaughtered, simply because there is no pasturage to be found for 
them,—a great sacrifice for the poor people to make, since their 
maintenance depends in no small degree on their herds. Milk and 
esculent roots, which they dig up out of the earth with great labour, 
are now the only food of a great number. That great depression of 
spirit prevails, you may easily conceive ; but I am bound to add, 
that murmuring or complaining is seldom heard,—a circumstance 
which has often edified me. From time to time the hint is however 
dropped, that it would be better to remove from this arid valley to 
a place where water is to be obtained, and the ground may be culti- 
vated. Where such a spot is to be found, we do not know, nor have 
we any hope of discovering one. Meanwhile a number of our people 
have resolved to emigrate to Shiloh; and, as we must for the 
present at least, give up the expectation of any increase from with- 
out, it seems likely that the population of Enon will experience a 
considerable reduction. From upward of 500 it has already de- 
clined to 420, and of this number a large proportion are ordinarily 
absent, endeavouring to earn a livelihood. In the course of the 
past year, three adults were baptized, nine received into church 
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fellowship, and two admitted to the Holy Communion. The people 
who remain at home are, in general, faithful attendants on divine 
service ; and many have afforded us much encouragement by their 
simple trust in our Saviour, and their confident persuasion, that even 
the sore trials to which they are subjected, ere appointed for their 
good. On His help they rely, and they declare that His presence 
sweetens to them the cup of affliction they are required to drink. 
Some, however, there are who remain careless and light-minded, and 
give offence to others by their conduct. With these we must still 
exercise patience, and cast out the Gospel net toward them as well 
as toward others, in the hope that some may be taken in the Lord’s 
own time and way, and gathered into the vessel of His true Church. 

“The schools have been for the most part diligently frequented 
by the children, who have numbered about fifty on the average. 
The Sunday school, which was established about ten months ago, 
on a new plan, is also well attended. Formerly we only admitted 
such as had already learnt to read in the day-schools ; but since all, 
without exception, adults as well as children, are allowed to attend, 
the institution has assumed a much more lively and gratifying 
character. To assist in this important work, has become a pleasure 
to all the missionaries, who are thankful to have the willing co- 
operation of several well qualified Hottentots. It is truly cheering, 
to see gray-headed men, sitting on the same forms with infants of 
five or six years old, and receiving the same instruction; for the 
latter are so eager to learn, that nothing will keep them back. The 
school is always opened and closed with prayer, and the instruction 
afforded includes a familiar exposition of the leading doctrines of 
Holy Scripture. 

“ Last Tuesday there was great joy in the settlement, owing to 
the report, that an elephant had been killed at a place about five 
miles distant. You should have seen how our whole population, old 
and young, hastened to the spot, in order to obtain a share in the 
booty, and partake for once again of a little solid food. Both they 
and we were the more thankful for this capture, because, for many 
years past, elephants have almost ceased to visit this neighbourhood. 

“We desire to commend ourselves and our Hottentot flock to 
your affectionate remembrence and prayers, of which we feel we 
stand greatly in need.” 


(From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.) 
III. WEST INDIES. 


In drawing the attention of our readers once more to the sub- 
ject of the Brethren’s Mission in the West Indies, we would call 
upon them to rejoice with us in the complete consummation of 
the great. work of Negro enfranchisement, of which the founda- 
tion was laid on the memorable Ist of August, 1834. That our 
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once enslaved fellow-beings in these important colonies are en- 
joying the blessings of entire freedom—and that this happy 
change has been effected without bloodshed and violence, and 
with the concurrence and co-operation of the colonial legisla- 
tures,—are considerations that cannot fail to excite feelings of 
heartfelt gratitude to Him, who alone is wonderful in counsel, and 
excellent in working, and whose gracious and almighty hand is so 
clearly to be traced, in the progress of the circumstances leading 
to this great event. While, however, we thank our God and 
praise His holy name, for the great mercy which He hath shown 
to our sable brethren and sisters in the West Indies, we would 
earnestly implore Him, to visit them with His grace, and lead 
them by His Holy Spirit, that they may be preserved from using 
the temporal liberty, to which, as well as to spiritual, they have 
now been called, as an occasion to the flesh; and may be ready, not 
only by love, to serve one another, but also by well-doing, and due 
submission to every ordinance of man, for the Lord’s sake, to put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish men. Brother Zorn expresses an 
encouraging opinion respecting the character and consequences of 
the change, so far as it concerns the population of Jamaica. 

‘The intelligence lately received from our West Indian field, 
though from some quarters sufficiently scanty, will be found, on the 
whole, pleasing and satisfactory. In Antigua, the church, at the 
new settlement of Lebanon, has been solemnly opened for Divine 
worship; and, at Montgomery, in Tobago, the foundation of.a 
similar sacred edifice was laid on the 24th of March. The brief 
history of the origin and progress of the Mission in the latter 
island, contained in the document deposited in the foundation-stone, 
will be read with interest. 


1. TOBAGO. 


EXTRACT OF THE DIARY OF MONTGOMERY, FROM MAY, 1837, 
TO APRIL, 1838. 


May 14th, Whit-Sunday. The public services were well attend- 
ed, and many new faces were visible among the auditory ; indeed, 
a Sabbath-day seldom passes, without our perceiving several new 
comers, listening to the word with attention. 

2ist. One woman was received into our fellowship, and two 
persons re-admitted. ‘To-day the parched ground was refreshed by 
fruitful rains, which continued to fall during the week. 

3ist. The sick and infirm were visited on Bucco, Shirvan, 
Golden Grove, and New Grange estates. 

June 14th. Brother Coates visited on the Whim, and spent the 
evening in instructing the people on that property. 

16th. The single Brother, William Heath, arrived as an assist- 
ant in our school and missionary labour. 

18th. He addressed the scholars at the close of the Sunday 
school, and then accompanied Brother Light to the funeral of 
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Marianne, on the Shirvan estate. She had been an invalid for many 
years, and unable to walk hither; but she highly valued our visits, 
and the opportunity afforded by them to hear something of the love 
of Jesus. 

24th. Brother Coates kept the funeral of the communicant 
Brother John, at Mount Irvine. He was the first man on that 
estate that joined our church. Having considerable influence 
among the people, he often endeavoured to settle their quarrels, but 
by assuming too much authority, he seldom succeeded = becoming 
a peace-maku r. His independent spirit often brought him into dif: 
ficulties ; and latterly he was tried in various ways both from with- 
out and from within. With all his failings, he loved the house of 
God, and was always to be seen in his place, enjoying the services 
of the Church, and seeking the Lord. His death was rather sudden. 

July 10th. The greater part of our family suffered in these days 
from sickness ; the three Brethren were alternately unable to attend 
to their usual duties, but none of the services at church had to be 
omitted. 

30th. About 300 scholars came to school this day. Being 
Communion-Sunday, one Sister partook for the first time ; three 
were candidates for confirmation. Fifty-one Brethren and Sisters 
were present, and Sister Light was, after a long illness, sufli- 
ciently recovered to form one of the congregation. 

August 4th. Brethren Light and Heath went to Bonaccood 
estate, to see if any evening school could be established there 
with a prospect of success. Some of the people were desirous 
that we should do so; and we have reason to hope, that our 
visiting occasionally, and spending a Sunday afternoon every 
month with them, may be beneficial to both the adults and 
children. 

6th. Brother Light went to Indian Walk, where the usual 
services were held. Returning the following day, he visited the 
bereaved widow of Mr. Schwartz, who came to this island last 
February as a schoolmaster. He commenced his labours full of 
zeal, but he over-exerted himself. His wife was first seized with 
fever, but she is now convalescent, and proposes to sail shortly 
for England. He was ill only a few days, but the fever proved 
fatal; and his Divine Master, having accepted the desire to serve 
him, released him from further toil, and he fell asleep in Jesus. 

16th. Our medical attendants having advised Sister Light to try 
the effect of a voyage to Barbadoes for the recovery of her 
strength, she sailed with her husband from Courland Bay for that 
island. 

September 10th. After a long illness, the child James Edward 
Coates departed this life; and on the 11th was his funeral, at 
which many children and some adults were present. 

4th. Being Communion-Sunday, we met our Communicant 
Brethren and Sisters at the table of the Lord; 43 were present, 
Some are sick, the continued rainy season being very unhealthy ; 


and the badness of the roads preventing others from attending. 
Vo.. VI.—58 
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We united in fervent supplication that the Lord would bestow on 
us a blessing, and increase our faith and love to Him. 

October 6th. Brother and Sister Light arrived by the mail- 
boat from Barbadoes. The latter suffered much from the rough- 
ness of their passage, but her health was much improved; and 
we join her and her husband in thanksgiving for the mercy shown 
to them. 

November 3d. Brother Light visited the sick on Lowlands, 
and was thankful to find some who could give a good testimony 
of their simple dependence on the Lord. They were encouraged 
to trust alone in Him, and to seek to know Him more and more. 

14th. An aged woman, in a dying state, was at her earnest 
request, and after due preparation, baptized at Riseland. 

26th. Brother Light went to Indian Walk, but the roads 
proved almost impassable in consequence of the heavy rain. 
This occasioned a very scanty attendance, the Negroes not ex- 
pecting us. 

December 10th. The morning was fine, and many came to 
chapel and school; but several who had to cross the waters run- 
ning in the low grounds, had to wade up to their knees, through 
the mud and water. One couple were married. Mr. Heath suc- 
ceeded in reaching Bonaccood, where he had a tolerable com- 
pany of attentive hearers. 

22d. Our day-scbolars broke up for the Christmas holidays. 
Ninety children were present, being 20 more than our average 
attendance. Some of our advanced scholars repeated portions 
of Scripture, hymns, and poems; and on the whole, they gave 
great satisfaction to our pumerous and respectable visitors. One 
gentleman gave 5 dollars to be divided among three of the best 
conducted boys; and, another gave likewise 5 dollars for the five 
most diligent girls. The children were regaled with Christmas 
cakes and sugar and water; and were much pleased with their 
presents of clothing, books, tracts, &c. 

25th. Christmas-Day. After service our Sunday scholars had 
a love-feast similar to, that held with the day-scholars. 

26th, was the funeral of the Negro Sister Susanna. She had 
suffered much from a bad Jeg, and during the first part of her ill- 
ness, was very desirous to recover, that she might bring up her 
grand-children in the nurture of the Lord, and minister to their 
necessities. But lacterly she was resigned to the Lord’s will, in 
whose mercy she confided, and on whom her hopes were fixed. 

Sist. In the evening we met in the school-room to conclude 
the year, when we were glad to see many join us in thanking and 
praising the Lord for all His mercies, and His gracious leading 
during its progress. Our language was: The Lord has not dwelt 
with us according to our deserts ; but in mercy and long-suffering 
has borne with us. 

During the past year, 3 children and 22 adults were baptized ; 
3 re-admitted ; 16 admitted to the Lord’s Supper; 5 couples mar- 


ried; 16 adults and 2 children departed this life; three persons 
were excluded. 
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The present numbers of Communicants is 368; baptized and 
received, 105; baptized children, 120; candidates, 22; under 
discipline, 19. 

A number of children, or boys and girls, whose names are in 
our church-books, have been omitted in this year’s statement, 
being above twelve or even fourteen years of age. At the same 
time it may be added, that many attend our Sunday-school, and 
are under our notice. 

January 1st, 1838. The Brethren Light and Heath were in 
town on business, and in the afternoon were present at the ex- 
amination of the Sunday-schools kept in the Wesleyan Chapel. 
They returned home, in time to unite in prayer for the blessing 
of the Lord on our joint labours in this new year. Being our 
monthly prayer-meeting, we remembered the whole work of God, 
in our prayers, and especially commended those who are as yet 
strangers to His love and truth, to His mercy and faithfulness. 

4th. Renewed our evening school with four boys. During the 
week we conversed individually with the baptized and candidates, 

7th. We had our public service in the school-room, which we 
intend to continue, till we get a more commodivus building, as it 
will contain twice as many as our small dilapidated chapel. The 
services for the day were well attended. 

8th. Brother Coates visited the sick at Old Grange, Buccoo, 
and Golden Grove. He found most of the poor old people very 
ignorant, and endeavoured to instruct them, and direct them to 
Jesus as their only God and Saviour. The evening school was 
re-opened with fourteen girls. 

14th. Previous to the enjoyment of the Holy Communion, we 
conversed, as usual, with our Communicant Brethren and Sisters, 
and were glad to perceive in most a sincere desire to receive this 
special token of the love of Jesus. Their expressions were 
indicative of a feeling of their need of His grace to support and 
preserve them from evil. Two persons were confirmed, and 
partook of this sacrament for the first time, and 57 enjoyed this 
privilege with us. 

19th. The sick were visited on Carnbee and Sherwood. The 
woman Saby, at Mount Irvine, being visited at her own request, 
was asked wherefore she had sent for us. She replied, “My 
desire is, that you will pray with me and for me, that God, my 
Almighty Saviour, may forgive me all my sins, if I have done any 
bad, for he know best ;” but added, “Ido not know that I have 
ever thrown a straw in my neighbours’ way.” On being remind- 
ed of the sins of her heart and life from her youth up, she felt 
condemned, and repeated her request, “ Pray for me,” which was 
promised if she would pray for herself. Her nephew, who for some 
time has been a diligent scholar, and can read the New Testament, 
was desired to read portions of God’s word to his aunt, which he 
promised to do. 

20th. His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor paid us a visit, 
and examined our day-scholars. About 76 were present. He 
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expressed himself satisfied with the children’s improvement, and 
was pleased to say, he was persuaded great pains had been taken 
with them, to get them to read and pronounce so well. 

2ist. Upward of 100 scholars attended school. Quite unex- 
pectedly, our friend and Brother, Charles James La Trobe, ar- 
rived with us, on his tour of inspection of schools, in commission 
from her Majesty’s government. On the following day, he came, 
just as we were closing our schools, and examined into their 
state, &c. Brother Heath went to Indian-Walk, and was much 
pleased with the good attendance. About 100 adults and youths 
were present. 

February 17th. Brother Coates went to Lowlands, to com- 
mence a public service, to be held once a fortnight. Upward of 
40 persons attended, and seemed very thankful for this regulation. 

18th. Brother Light went to Indian-Walk and Runny mede ; 
on both estates the ‘public services were well attended ; indeed, 
better than at any former time. At Indian-Walk, an aged woman 
was baptized, trusting in the mercy of God through Christ. 

23d. We have now regular dry weather for the sugar harvest, 
very favorable for bringing up the timber from the bay, for the 
commencement of building our new church. 

26th. Brother Light went round to solicit the aid of our 
neighbours in bringing up the timber for building our church, 
when several gentlemen kindly promised their assistance, and 
during the week several pieces of heavy scantling were brought 
to our house. 

March 5th. Mr. Wheeler, agent for the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, called upon us. He expressed a wish to establish 
a Branch Society in connexion with the Auxiliary already formed 
at Scarborough; and on the 

6th. The Brethren Coates and Light went to town to assist in 
re-organizing the Committee of this auxiliary. 

16th. Mr. Wheeler addressed the apprentices on the propriety 
and benefit of every individual possessing a Bible. The meeting 
was highly interesting, and the people were edified. Several 
subscribed for Bibles at reduced prices. 

During the week the sick and infirm were visited on the dif- 
ferent plantations, 

24th. This day we laid the foundation-stone of our new 
church. Mr. Wheeler, the agent for the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, Messrs. H. R. Hamilton, M’Intosh, Gad, and Keith, 
were present, beside eighty of our scholars, and a small company 
of our brethren and sisters. The service was opened by Brother 
Light, with the hymns: * This is the day the Lord hath made,” 
&c., and “ Glorious things of thee are spoken.” Afterward he 
delivered an address, explaining the object of our being assem- 
bled together. A document, of which the following is a copy, 
was then deposited in the foundation-stone :— 

“Our Lord Jesus Christ said to his disciples, ‘Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the Gospel unto oeny creature. He that 
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believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved.’ In obedience to our 
Lord’s command, as early as the year 1728, several members of 
the renewed Protestant Episcopal Church of the United Brethren, 
believing that they were moved thereto by the Holy Ghost, offered 
to go forth as missionaries among the heathen, and to preach the 
glad tidings of salvation through Jesus Christ. Some of these, after 
due deliberation and prayer, were set apart for this ministry, and 
on August 2/st, 1732, two were sent to preach the Gospel in the 
Danish West India islands, and others followed in succeeding 
years. 

‘In the year 1756, one of their number, after eight years’ ser- 
vice in the island of St. Thomas, went to Antigua, and about the 
same period a mission was established in the island of Barbadoes. 
in 1788, several gentlemen who possessed property in this island, 
expressed a desire to have a missionary of the United Brethren, 
to instruct their people in the doctrines of Christ. 

‘Our Missionary Board hereupon commissioned Brother John 
Montgomery, who had been some years in Barbadoes, to visit 
Tobago, and to report to them the practicability of forming a 
missionary station in this island, it being at that time under 
French government. 

“After a visit of five months, he returned to Barbadoes, and 
gave a favourable report of his mission. He and his wife were 
then directed to proceed thither, and they arrived here on April 
23d, 1790. They resided on Signal Hill, and continued their 
labours till August 10th, when a more severe hurricane than had 
ever been known visited the island. During it Sister Montgomery 
caught a severe cold, fever followed, and, in a few days, terminat- 
ed in her dissolution. Brother Montgomery’s health being like- 
wise much impaired, at the recommendation of his medical friend, 
he returned to Barbadoes, in the hope of being soon restored to 
health. But it proved otherwise: he continued to grow worse, 
and on June 17th, 1791, it pleased the Lord to release him from 
all his sufferings, and to call him home to himself. 

“In 1798, at the urgent request of our benevolent friend, the 
late John Hamilton Esq., and of Mr. and Mrs. Wilson, of Mont- 
pelier, and other proprietors, the Board of Directors resolved to 
renew the mission; and, with that view, they sent out Brother 
C. F. Shirmer, who had been previously employed in the Antigua 
Mission. He and his wife arrived here, January 23d, 1799, and 
took up their abode on Riseland estate, till a more suitable house 
was fitted up on Signal Hill, for their permanent residence. The 
work rapidly increasing, another missionary, our late Brother 
John Church, was sent to his assistance. By the active support 
and friendly assistance of Messrs. Hamilton, Wilson, Currie, and 
Miller, Esqs., their abode on Signal Hill was made a comfortable 
dwelling-place, and the Lord blessed their testimony of His love 
to sinners. After labouring together some time, untoward cir- 
cumstances occurred, which required their recall ; and the mission 
was again suspended, till the year 1826, when, at the special 
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request of our friends, John Hamilton, J. Gordon, Keith 
Douglas, Esqs., and Mrs. and Miss Irving, our Brother, Peter 
Ricksecker, was appointed to recommencée the mission, a piece 
of land having been granted for that purpose by our friend, 
the late Walter Irvine, Esq., adjoining Riseland estate, and 
in the parish of St. Patrick. The above Brother was soon 
after joined by Brother W. Eberman, and they had the joy 
to see our present establishment formed, and to collect a 
small number of believers in Jesus, who have ever since gradu- 
ally increased in numbers and in grace. The present place of 
Divine worship being much too small for our increasing flock, 
and leave having been given by our Mission Board, we, the resident 
missionaries, have resolved, through the blessing of God, on the 
assistance of our Brethren and Friends, to raise ‘this building for 
public worship. 

“This place, therefore, shall be holy unto the Lord, where the 
word of God, and the atonement wrought out for sinners, by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, shall be proclaimed in purity and simplicity ; 
and where the Holy Sacraments shall be administred by his 
servants, the Missionaries of the Brethren’s Church, agreeably 
to the rites and usages of the said Church. Therefore, in the 
name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, 
we lay the Foundation-stone of this house of God in a public 
and solemn manner, on the 24th day of March, in the year of our 
Lord, 1838, and in the first year of our sovereign Queen Victoria,. 
whom may God long preserve; and during the administration of 
his Excellency, H. C. Darling, Lieutenant-Governor of this 
island; the texts of Scripture in the Brethren’s Church for the 
day being, ‘O praise the Lord, all ye nations, praise Him all ye 
people!’ Psalm exvii. 1. ‘If ye endure chastening, God dealeth 
with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the Father 
chasteneth not?’ Heb. xii. 7. Finally, we commended this 
whole work unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all we can ask or think, that His blessing and protection 
may attend all engaged in the erection of this house; and that 
He may graciously accept the free will offerings of all concerned 
in the promotion of the Kingdom of God in this place. To Him 
be glory in the Church which is by Christ Jesus, world without 
end. Amen.” 

25th. Our public services were as usual. In the evening, 
Brother Light kept the funeral of a lad named Hercules, on Low- 
lands estate. He was one of our Sunday scholars, and a very 
promising boy. A numerous company having assembled to ac- 
company his remains to their resting place, they were addressed 
on our Saviour’s words, * What I say unto you, I say unto all, 
Watch.” 

27th. Brother Coates kept the funeral of the baptized negro 
William, on Old Grange. He was already old, and appeared 
gradually breaking when we first knew him, and being rather 
deaf, he heard little of what was said at church; but as long as he 
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was able, he endeavoured to make his way up to church, and our 
frequent conversations with him were satisfactory. He declared 
that he loved the Lord who had died for him, and placed all his 
hope upon Him. Jas. T. Lieut. J. Coates. 





FROM BROTHER J. T. LIGHT. 


“* Montgomery, May 10th, 1838. 





“Dear Brotrner,—lIn your last letter you express a wish to 
have further particulars respecting the intended school in the 
mountains. Previous to its receipt I had already requested, that 
we might be remembered in the apportionment of any grant that 
may be obtained this year from her Majesty’s government, and 
that we might have, at least, 200/. allotted for this school, so 
much needed in our mountain district. I hardly need again re- 
peat, that it is highly necessary ; for we cannot keep school, or 
discourse to the people, out of doors. 

“Since my last, dated April 12th, I have had the pleasure to 
receive a parcel, containing books and Periodical Accounts for 
March ; also a letter of introduction for Mr. Ross, who is about 
to establish a school in Scarborough, for the infant and juvenile 
classes, under the patronage of the trustees of the Mico Charity. 
I went to see him last week, and gave him such information as I 
thought might be of service to him. He appears very earnest, 
and anxious to be useful to the rising generation.” 

“ June 25th. You will have heard, before these lines reach 
your hand, that the legislature of this island has followed the 
example of those of Barbadoes, St. Vincent, and Grenada, and 
given full liberty to the apprentices from August Ist, that is, in 
about five weeks. Whenever that day arrives, there will doubt- 
less be great joy, and no lack of dissipation. They will eat and 
drink, and rise up to play ; many of them till they are weary. 
Others, I hope not a few, will probably go into the house of the 
Lord, to offer to the Giver of every good their thanks for this 
act of grace; still I cannot help expressing my fear, that the 
spiritual growth of some will be nipped in the bud, and that 
others, with liberty, will fall into licentiousness. We must, it is 
true, allow some time for the excitement to pass away, and for 
quietude and honest industry to take its place. We shall need 
your prayers, for the enemy of souls is at work, and will work in 
the children of disobedience. 

“As my time is exhausted, I must close, just remarking that 
our new church is getting on by little and little; the heavy rains, 
for the last three or four weeks, have thrown the work rather 
back. With the exception of some slight complaints, our mis- 
sionary family are enjoying a good state of health. 
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2. BARBADOES. 


EXTRACT OF THE DIARY OF BRIDGETOWN, FOR 1336. 


January 14th. A young negro man called upon Brother Tay- 
lor, and had a very pleasing conversation with him. Among other 
things, he remarked that he had been inthe habit of going to 
various places of worship, but had latterly attended ours, because 
he there heard what suited his circumstances, and comforted his 
heart. He then asked for the rules of the congregation, and was 
told that the Word of God was our rule, and the love and service 
of our Saviour, at once our privilege and our duty. 

15th. A woman who attends our chapel, and has been twice 
to speak with us, came to-day to beg the missionary to visit her 
sick daughter. He and his wife went in the evening, and found 
her confined to her bed in a consumption. He felt great freedom 
in conversing with her, and was pleased to find, that she was not 
ignorant of the way of salvation. She confessed herself a great 
sinner, and said she had no hope but in a crucified Saviour. He 
sang a few verses, and then prayed with her, and it was pleasing 
to see the room, and the whole house, soon filled with negroes. 
Returning home, they visited several persons who attend our 
chapel, all of whom seemed much pleased that the missionaries 
took notice of them. 

3lst. Brother Taylor preached from Matthew xviii. 3, and 
then kept a meeting for the new people. Mr. Irwin, mate on 
board the ship Halifax, Capt. Cromartie, came to the evenirg 
preaching, and called upon us afterward. We were much gratified 
with his company, as he gave us an account of his Jate voyage to 
Labrador in the Harmony. He spoke of the Captain in the most 
respectful terms, and appeared quite delighted with the work of 
the Lord in that quarter, and with the demeanour of the believing 
Esquimaux. 

February 1st. Brother Klose visited us, and, on his return to 
Sharon, took Miss W. to spend a few days there. She is a re- 
ligious lady residing’ in town, who came lately from England, and 
frequently attends our meetings. She wished much to see Sharon 
and our rector, the Rev. Mr. Parker. 

6th. We had the pleasure of a visit from two German mis- 
sionaries, belonging to the Church Missionary Society, who are 
here on their way to Trinidad. They appear truly devoted to the 
Saviour’s cause. 

7th. Brother Taylor preached from John i. 17, and then kept 
the usual meeting with the new people. In the evening the 
chapel was full; many stood out of doors, and great attention 
was paid. May the Lord bless his own word in this place, and 
make it fruitful! The Sunday is at present really a Sabbath to 
ourselves, contrasted with the bustle of the week. Oh! that we 
may have a foretaste of the “ rest that remaineth for the people 
of God!” 

17th. We began to speak with our few new people. May the 
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Lord teach us, by his Holy Spirit, to speak a word in season to 
those who come to us for instruction. It appears, at present, as 
if it would be those from the highways and ledges who here 
would come in first. 

17th. A man and his wife, who attend our meetings, came to 
speak with us. The former is a negro from Martinique, baptized 
there by a Roman Catholic priest, and still keeps a crucifix in his 
house. The latter was baptized in the English Church. When he 
came here, the man had two wives, but svon after, the first wife 
died. His present wife expressed a wish to be married to him, 
that they might live a Christian life, and we advised her to be so 
as soon as possible. We then endeavoured to explain to them 
the fallen state of man by nature, the necessity of true sorruw 
for sin, and the great love of our Saviour in becoming man, to 
suffer and die for such wretched sinners, &c. They were then 
asked if they lived happily together, when the woman answered, 
“No, he don’t do right.” “Does he drink?” “No, he have 
another wife. I went to her house the other Sunday evening, and 
found him there in place of being at chapel. I don’t like this, 
and [I said when we came to speaking I would tell you of it.” (He 
is a cook, and cannot come iu the morning.) The man said, “E 
do not mean to make dat woman my wife.” “Do you mean to 
keep her?” Hewas silent. This is a very common, but a very 
great sin, as we have endeavoured to explain to him, but we were 
sorry to find, that neither the preaching of the law, nor of the 
Gospel, made any impression on him, for he seemed quite dead 
and unfeeling. We sincerely pray the Spirit of God may awaken 
lrim to a knowledge of his real state. We give the foregoing as 
a specimen of what ofien occurs in our labours among the 
negroes. We have, however, had much encouragement with 
many of those souls who have this week come to us, to be 
instructed in the way of salvation. 

27th. A little before four o’clock this evening, the masons 
finished the walls of the new church, and we joined in a hymn of 
praise and thanksgiving to the Lord, for His gracious pretection 
hitherto. Afterward the people partook of bread and cheese. 

25th. Adult prayer-day. Brother Taylor preached from Luke 
xii. 59, after which he added several to the class of candidates for 
baptism. Ile then kept the first congregation meeting here, which 
was attended by six persons who formerly went to Sharon. One 
woman, who lives near town, and has attended the meetings at 
Sharon for some years, was received as the first member. We 
are ylad to use her here as a chapel servant. 

March 2d. ‘The missionary and his wife visited a sick white 
man at the request of his wife, who said she had attended our 
chapel ever since we commenced preaching, with benefit to her 
soul. They found him truly penitent, and lamenting, in the 
strongest language, his former immoral life. The atonement of 
Jesus Christ, which was set before him, appeared to him indeed 


‘tidings of great joy.” We then sung “ The Saviour’s blood and 
Vor. VI.—59 
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righteousness,” &c., and recommended him, in fervent prayer, to 
the teaching of the Holy Spirit. His wife appears to be religiously 
disposed, and dwelt much on his former evil life, wishing that 
the terrors of the law, in their full force, might be preached to 
him. ‘To this he replied, * L hope that is now all behind me, and 
I trust in the grace of the Lord to preserve me from the like in 
future.” The missionary felt more inclined to set forth the 
mercy of Him who “ will not break the bruised reed.” They 
both intreated to be visited again. 

April \7th. During the past week we spoke with forty-three 
new people and candidates, 

24th. Being prayer-day, the first baptism of two adults, Mercy 
Brathwaite and Jemima Reed, took place, under a peaceful feeling 
of our Saviour’s presence. In the candidates’ meeting, six per- 
sons were added to this class, and in the congregation meeting 
we brought our humble thanks to our Saviour, fur having blessed 
his word in this place. 

May 25th. Brother and Sister Klose visited Miss H., a lady 
from Bristol, who, with a friend, is come hither for the benefit of 
a warm climate. The former is in a deep decline, very weak in 
body, but enjoying the comfortable support and peace of Jesus. 

July 3d. To-day we met for the last time in our little chapel, 
and the meetings were held by Brother Klose. A good company 
attended the evening service, which was concluded with solema 
prayer. ; 

10th. The new chapel being finished, all our Brethren and 
Sisters attended its solemn opening this day at ten o’clock. 

August Ist. Brother and Sister Taylor came hither agreeably 
to their appointment, to tuke charge of this small congregation, 
with the fervent prayer that the Lord would daily support and 
strengthen them by Ilis grace, and grant that the Guspel seed 
sown here may bring forth fruit to His glory. 

4th. A poor white man in our neighborhood came to request 
the missionary to visit his wife, which he accordingly did, and 
found her iu a very deplorable state indeed, both as to suul and 
body. 

7th. During this week, we spoke with forty-nine new people 
and candidates, who came to us for that purpose, and were glad 
to find many of them very desirous to be instructed. 

11th. This ever memorable day was appointed by our governor 
to be kept as a day of fasting and thanksgiving, in commemora- 
tion of the great hurricene in 1831. Accordingly, we had pub- 
lic service at eleven o'clock, followed by a meeting for our own 
people, and in the evening, at seven o’clock, public service again. 
In all these services, we brought our humble thanks and praises 
to our merciful Lord, who has so graciously preserved our lives 
hitherto, and implored Him to take us under His Almighty pro- 
tection during the season into which we have entered. 

25th. As there is at present much sickness in this populous 
town, and an epidemic fever which carries off numbers after an 
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illness of two only or three days, Brother Taylor was led to 
preach this morning from the latter part of Is. xxxviii. 1: * Set 
thine house in order, for thou shalt die and not live,”? and in the 
evening. from Matt. xxiv. 44: “ Therefore be ye also ready, for 
in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man cometh!” Oh! 

that the words spoken to-day may have found entrance into many 
hearts, and cause them to exclaim, ** What must we do to be 
saved?”? 

29th. Brother and Sister Zippel, and Brethren Klose and 
Oerter, paid us a visit. We had last week, also, a friendly visit 
from Archdeacon Elliot. On the same day, Sister Taylor was 
confined to bed with an attack of fever, but recovered in a few 
day Ss. 

September 8th. We had an agreeable visit from Mr. Stronach, 
brother to Sister Morrish, of Antigua, who, having been appvuinat- 
ed agent to the trustees of the Mico Charity, arrived here on 
Tuesday last, for the purpose of establishing Infant schools in 
Barbadvoes and the Leeward Islands. 

12th. M. Colthurst, special magistrate for St. Michael’s parish, 
paid us a visit, the object of which was to request Brother Taylor 
to visit and give religious instruction once a week to the negroes 
on several estates near the town. To this Brother Taylor very 
cheerfully acceded, but we must on this account get a horse as 
svon as possible. 

20th. Brother Taylor was requested to visit a sick white 
woman in the neighbourhood, whom he found ill with fever. He 
had much pleasure in conversing with her on religious subjects. 
She had lately come to town, to have her children educated, 
having formerly lived in St. Lucy’s parish, where she had been 
awakened under the ministry of the Rev. Mr. Nurse. 

25th. After the preaching and new people’s class, we cele- 
brated the Holy Communion for the first time in this new station, 
under a sensible feeling of our Lord’s gracious presence. His 
word of promise was indeed literally fulfilled, as only one Brother, 
and one Sister, enjoyed that highest good with ourselves. 

26th. The Rev. Mr. Packer, rector of St. Thomas's, paid us 
a friendly visit. In the evening, we visited a sick women, who 
has attended our meetings ever since their commencement. She 
appears to be earnestly ‘seeking her soul’s salvation. A prayer 
was offered up in her behalf, and some verses sung by her bed- 
side. 

October 5th. Brother Taylor was requested to visit M. K., a 
white man, who was dangerously ill with fever. He went, and was 
glad to find that the patient could converse with him. On being 
asked what his hopes were in the prospect of departing this life, 
he answered, “I can have no hope in myself, for | have done what 
I ought not to have done.” This gave Brother T. an opportunity 
to direct him to seck pardon in the blood of Jesus. After some 
conversation on the subject, he was commended in prayer to the 


Friend of sinners, after which he expressed much gratitude for 
the visit. 
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Many of the people are so ignorant, that they think, if the 
minister reads with the sick, it is sufficient. In this time of sick- 
ness, Brother Taylor is often called to visit the sick, and he finds 
it needful to inquire, whether the patient is sensible and able to 
speak, which, indeed, is often not the case. We spoke Jast week 
with forty-three of our new people and candidates, and from their 
own words have reason to believe that the Spirit of God is en- 
gaged in some of their hearts. Oh! that they may attend to His 
stnall still vvuice! Nanny Campbell said, “1 have lived a very 
bad life, but now since | hear the meetings, I wish to do so no 
more. What sufferings our dear Saviour went through for us! 
Did they put nails in His hands and feet? Was Ue not dead when 
they took Him down?” And many other questions of the kind 
were asked by her with so much feeling, that we were quite af- 
fected. We endeavoured to portray to her eye of faith, Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, suffering all this, and even death itself, to 
tuke away her sins, and make her happy, both in this world and 
in that which is to come. 

9th. Adult prayer-day. At the close of the preaching this 
morning, Brother Taylor had the pleasure to baptize two persons 
into the death of Jesus, during a blessed feeling of our Lord’s 
presence. 

27th. By to-day’s packet, Brother Taylor received a letter 
from Europe, containing a call to serve the mission in St. Kitt’s. 

23d. He kept the usual meetings in the morning, and in the 
evening Sister Taylor was severely seized with the prevailing 
fever. A doctor was immediately called in, who had to resort to 
very powerful means to subdue it. 

November 3d. This morning, as Brother Taylor was preparing 
to go into town, he was suddenly taken ill, and this, alas! was the 
commencement of the fever. His illness increased so rapidly, that 
he took twenty grains of calomel before he could be seen by the 
doctor. The next day he was bled, and the medicine operating 
well, the doctor hoped it would prove a slight attack, but it soon 
proved otherwise. 

6th. Brother and Sister Klose came from Sharon, to officiate 
for Brother and Sister Taylor. On meeting the doctor, he gave 
them very little hope of Brother's Taylor’s recovery. During the 
day, he spoke little, but lay mostly dozing In the evening, he re- 
quested us to unite in prayer and singing a few verses, which was 
done. He then spoke freely of his dey parture, saying *Lam going 
home to our Saviour, and it will not be Jong.” He ‘alo observed 
that the Lord would take the will for the deed regarding St. Kitt’s. 
In the night, at 12 o'clock, we were called again, and found him 
drawing near his end. We once more commended him in prayer 
to our Lord and Saviour, in which he appeared to join in spirit. 
When asked how he feltin the prospect of death, he said, * Here 
is a sinner who would fain—through the Lamb's ransom entrance 

. 99 
gain. 


7th. Atsix o'clock this morning there was a visible change, 
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and our dear brother was blessed for his departure, being per- 
fectly sensible, but not able to speak. For three hours, his suffer- 
ings were very great, at the end of which time we again assem- 
bled around his bed to commend his departing spirit to its God 
and Saviour, by singing the verse, ** When shall I gain permis- 
sion,” &e. He attempted to join, but was not able. At two 
o’clock his redeemed soul took its flight to the regions of eternal 
bliss. Sister Taylor was the same day removed to Sharon. 
Great has been her Joss, and the loss of the mission, by the un- 
expected departure of her beluved husband ; but * Itis the Lord.” 

December 4th. Prayer-day. Three men were baptized in the 
death of Jesus by Brother Oerter. Brother and Sister Coleman, 
with their little boy and two servants, arrived here from Demerara. 

25th. Brother and Sister Oerter came hither to take charge 
of the place and congregation till Brother and Sister Ellis 
should arrive from England. Brother Oerter consequently 
kept the Christmas services, which were attended by rather mure 
persons than usual. 

3ist. The smal] congregation here is at present in a pleasing 
state, and consists of twenty-one souls. One is a communicant, 
fuur are candidates for that Sacrament. The new people amount 
to seventy-fuur, of whom thirty-five are candidates fur baptism. 


3. ANTIGUA. 
FROM BROTHER BENNET HARVEY. 


* St. John’s, June 8th, 1838. 


“Dear Brotuer,—I send you the following extract of a let- 
ter, addressed to our Mission- ‘Conference by Brother Morrish of 
Newfield, and recommend it to your kind attention: ‘We have, 
at present, on our books, day-scholars, 250; Sunday do. 401. 
Of the former, the average attendance is 145; of the latter, 240; 
the present school-room is absolutely crammed, it being only 49 
feet 9 inches by 17 feet 9 inches in the clear, from which, de- 
ducting the 8 feet occupied by the gallery, there remains only 
a space of 41 feet 9 inches by 8 feet 9 inches, which is barely 
sufficient for the accommodation of 120 scholars. ‘To gain room 
in every possible way, we suspend the benches to the 10v0f. Our 
proposal for its enlargement is, to double the size of the present 
school-room, by removing the West sile-wall, adding another 
roof, parallel with the present one, and to support both by 
wooden pillars between them. This would allow of the room 
being divided into two at pleasure, which would be an important 
advantage. I need hardly remark, that if our children and ay 
people are not sufficiently instructed, they will leave us. It 
from the children, principally, that the ranks of the datogvegettiin 
must now be filled up and increased. It may here be mentioned, 
that not a few, who now attend, had left Newfield, although they 
had been baptized there; but they now come cheerfully, finding 
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they can get instruction. We could not, however, venture to 
undertake the proposed enlargement of our schovl-house, neces- 
sary as it appears tu be, unless assistancé can be obtained from 
friends, expressly to cover the expense.’ In this view of the 
case, I cannot but concur; though [I do so with regret. 

* IT was at Newfield lately, on a Sunday, and found much cause 
of rejoicing in the approved appearance of the school, the con- 
gregation, and the place. Brother Gardin, who is now pretty well 
master of the language, may be expected gradually to bring our 
schovl into an improved condition, as far, at least, as his other 
duties will allow; for with him, as with myself, the performance 
of one duty is hindered by the necessary attention to another. 

“fT have nothing farther to propose than I have already done in 
my letter of February 9th, concerning the support of six or eight 
teachers, whilst under a course of preparation for service in a 
normal school. 

** Whether three or six months, or more, would be necessary, I 
cannot say; but what L ask for are the needful means, at the rate 
of from 10/. to 151. per annum for each of them, according to 
their age and circumstances. We never shall get on here, if we 
are not assisted in procuring more competent teachers; and 
greatly should we be encouraged by such assistance as I have 
ventured to propose. 

“IT spent last Saturday at Five Islands, having the missionary 
charge of the people there, to encourage them in digging the 
foundations of a school-house and other premises. Eighty-three 
persons collected for the purpose, and gave us their cheerful and 
valuable assistance. The building will be begun immediately, as 
we obtained the title last week; and I hope very soon to send 
you an account of laying the foundation-stone there, on which 
occasion I intend also to write a letter of thanks to Sir G. 
Thomas and his sen, the commander of one of our steamers, 
who kindly offered his services on our behalf. I lately sent you 
a newspaper, relating to the opening of our new church at 
Lebanon, a few partieulars of which I here annex. 

** May 19th. Saturday, being exactly one year since the founda- 
tion-stone was laid, the new church at Lebanon was solemnly 
opened, according to public advertisement before given. For 
some days previous the weather had been very rainy ; insomuch 
that, until Saturday morning, we doubted the possibility of keep- 
ing the appuintment: but the weather then proved favourable, 
although the ground was very wet, and the attendance of the 
people as numerous as could be expected, the church being about 
half-tilled. Our worthy friends, Miss Lavicount, Mr. and Mrs. 
Gilbert, and the Wesleyan missionary and school-teacher from 
Parham, were present on the occasion, It was appointed, by the 
Mission-Conference, that the service should be held on a week- 
day, to enable the Brethren to attend from the other places; and 
on a Saturday, to accommodate the estate-labourers. All the 
Brethren, excepting Brother Newby, were present, with the 
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Sisters Hartvig, Thraen, Haugk, and Baum. The service was 
opeaed by Brother Hartvig, with a suitable hymn. The children 
from Newfield school. brought to the place by Brother Morrish 
to assist on the occasiun, then sung the anthem * Hosanna,’ the 
congregation following with the verse—*Gracious Saviour, 
God of love, Who the lofty heavens didst bow,’ (No. 67.) 
Then followed the praying of the Church-Litany ; after which 
Brother Harvey ascending the pulpit, read the lessons from Isa. 
lii. 7-10, and xxxii. 15—18, 35, and preached from Isa. xxix. 
17-19 :—It is yet a very little while, and Lebanon shail be 
turned into a fruitful field. and the fruitful field shall be esteem- 
ed as a forest. And in that day, shall the deaf hear the words 
of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of vbscurity, 
ard out of darkness. The meek also shall increase their joy in 
the Lord, and the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One 
of Israel. In the course of the sermon, Brother HL. alluded to 
the transforming effects of the Gospel in the civilization and 
improvement of Hottentot converts in South Africa, as witnessed 
by our present governor, Sir William Colebrook, and particularly 
described in Brother C. J. La ‘lrobe’s Journal, of which some 
extracts were read. And, in alluding to the improved aspect of 
this country, (Antigua,) by the formation of free villages and 
tenantries in many places which, like this at Lebanon, were 
formerly barren and uncultivated, he took occasion to read the 
following minute of our Mission-Conference, concerning the 
employment of the labouring population in estate-labour :— 
‘That in order, as much as possible, to secure and promote the 
agricultural interest of the country, upon which the labouring 
population must chiefly depend for their subsistence, and to dis- 
countenance idleness and vagrancy among them, the Conference 
agreed to adopt it as their regulation, by which the missionaries 
will individually conduct themselves in their several stations, 
that we encourage the employment, in field labour, of those 
children whose parents already are or have been so engaged; 
and to that end will use our best endeavours, with them and their 
parents, on their becoming of suitable age and ability.” After 
the sermon the collection was made by the Missionary Brethren, 
amounting to only 91. 5s. &d., currency. The first service then 
concluded with the Consecration Prayer, the Doxology, ‘Unto 
the Lamb that was slain,’ and the New Testament Blessing. 
“The second service was opened, by Brother Mohne, with the 
verse No2!l. The Easter-morning Litany was then read, as our 
confession of faith; after which, (the service being also inter- 
spersed with suitable verses,) Brother Morrish led the reading of 
the Te Deum, the body of the missionaries responding. The 
Newfield children followed with the anthem, ‘Glory to God,’ 
and the congregation with verses | and 5 of No. 680; after which, 
in the absence of Brother Newby, the Old Testament blessing 
was pronounced by Brother Harvey, the other missionaries 
e4e ° ‘ ”? 
uniting in the chorus, ‘ Amen, Hallelujah ! 
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“On the following day (Sunday) collections were made at alf 
our places i a behalf of the new church at Lebanon, amounting 
tu 231. 10s. 3$d. 

“Awaiting the arrival of another missionary to our help from 
home, and also the finishing of the dwelling-house for the recep- 
tion of the missionary to be appointed to the post, it was resolved 
that Lebanon be supplied, for the present, as a preaching-place, 
instead of two other places at which we preached in che vicinity ; 
and that, when all things should be ready, the new congregation 
should be formed out of those of St. John’s, Gracehill, and New- 
field. May the Lord of the harvest send "forth Jubourers unto 
His harvest, and command the blessing upun us, even life fur 
evermure !” 


FROM BROTHER J. MORRISH. 


“« Newfield, June 14th, 1838. 


“Dear Brorner,—What you say respecting our schools 
generally was particularly encouraging to us, as we had just 
applied for permission to double the size of our school-room, 
which is much too small for the eflective instruction to the num- 
bers who attend. The necessity for enlarging the school without 
delay will be easily seen from the facts stated in our application 
to the Mission-Conference, and will, we hope, prove a sufficient 
stimulus to the friends of education to render all the assistance 
in their power for the instruction of these dear children and 
young people. From the tenor of your letter, my dear brother, 
I feel assured you will exert all your inflnence to procure the 
sum required, about 100/. or 1202. If L had my will, 1 would 
begin the work in faith, as every passing Sabbath is a precious 
opportunity lost of efficiently instructing these dear sculs. 

“With regard to the congregation here, I trust the Lord is 
blessing our feeble labours among them; some of the strayed 
sheep are returning. On Sunday next, seven are to be re-admit- 
ted to the congregation, and five received into church-fellowship. 
Brother Garvey was here last Sunday, when he preached a ser- 
mon in behalf of the Bible Society. The charch was filled with 
attentive hearers; many additional benches’ were necessary, and’ 
the vestry was also occupied. The Easter-meetings were well 
attended. I had previously arranged to keep three reading 
meetings each day, for four days of the week ; two on estates, and 
one here. On Monday evening, Lopened a little chapel on Cole- 
brooke estate, kindly built by the manager for the accommoda- 
tion of the people. ’ After the reading on Easter-morning, I dis- 
tributed from four to five hundred hand- bills, sent us ‘by our 
English friends. We have forwarded nine packages of trifles, 
brought by our school children, as a thank-offering to their friends, 
whe have kindly supplied their Christmas rewards. 

“June 13th. Since writing the above, I have had a slight 
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attack of fever, from which I am now recovered. My wife's 
brother, Mr. A. Stronach, agent for the Mico Charity in Barbadves, 
is here on a visit. J. Morrtsn.” 


FROM SISTER MORRISH. 
“ Fairfield, May 16th, 1838, 


‘Dear Brotuer,—I received your kind letter safely by 
Brother Baum. Many thanks for its affectionate and cheering 
contents. You knew not, when you wrote, that we stood so much 
in need of consolation. Since I last addressed you, it has pleased 
our Saviour sorely to try us. On February 13th, he made us 
the joyful parents of a daughter. Alas! how short-lived was our 
delight! On the 22d of the same month, the spirit of out lovely 
babe winged its flight to the realms of everlasting bliss. Many, 
as you know, and painful, have our trials been since we entered 
upon our Missionary career, but how trifling do all seem, com- 
pared with this last sad stroke! Me, especially, it seemed for a 
while to overwhelm with sorrow, and all around was overhung 
with a mournful gloom; but to you [ need not dwell on this sad 
theme, for you can well sympathise with us. Pray for us, that our 
blessed Savieur may heal this painful wound, and give us to see 
that this, too, is among the ‘all things’ which shall work together 
for our good. | am now restored to my usual state of health and 
strength, and the rest of our family, I am thankful to say, are also 
well. 

“Our Saviour seems to lay his blessing on our work here. 
Our peuple treat us with increasing cunfidence, and our school 
prospers. 

‘* As it was impossible for Maria, the female teacher, to do jus« 
ice to the large number of girls, we have employed another 
coloured girl to take a partial charge of the infant scholars, who 
furm a large and interesting class among our pupils. We give her 
a dollar a month, and also instruct her, hoping she may one day 
be very useful tous. Robert, our male teacher, is a faithful good« 
tempered man, and as far as his ability goes, he brings the boys 
on very well; but it is necessary that we endeavour to cbtain 
another teacher, with superior qualifications, and that will be very 
difficult. When our schools, at all our stations, are supplied with 
efficient teachers, under the faithful superintendence of our Mis- 
sionary Brethren, real good will be done; but in the adults, so 
deeply rvoted are the evils, aye, the heinous sins of slavery, that 
the attempt to soften their hearts is like bending the stubborn oak ; 
nevertheless, fur them we pray and for them we labour, knowin 
that with the Lord nothing is impossible! The children are like 
the young and tender shoot, which easily bends to the training of 
the skilful gardener. 

** We had lately a very pleasant visit from Brother and Sister 


Baum. Their society was quite a refreshment to us. We tvok 
Vor. 1V.—60. 
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them to the Rev. Mr. Gilbert’s, about two miles from this, where 
we spent a most happy day. These esteemed friends have an 
organ and a pianoforte, and as Brother Baum and Mrs. Gilbert 
are good performers, we had much musical enjoyment. 

“ Brother and Sister Baum left us for Gracehill, where they will 
remain for the present. May our Lord bless their labours among 
the Negroes, and give them many souls for a crown of rejuicing 
in his great day ! 

“Since then we have had Brother and Sister Haugk with us, 
and their society and conversation greatly enlivened our compar- 
ative solitude. They left us yesterday morning for Spring-Gar- 
dens, their present place of abode. 

“Our Church at Sea-View is finished, and will be opened, if 
the Lord permit, on the 19th of May. It is a handsome and sub- 
stantial building. 

** Your introdvetion of Mr. John Millar has just been sent to us 
from town. We are glad to hear of his arrival, and will show him 
every kindness in our power. We hope he may prove a great 
blessing to ns, by training teachers for our schools. 

“ Your wish relative to Mrs. Powell’s box of rewards was grati- 
fied, for we received it in time for Christmas, for which I was 
most thankful. 1 hope to write soon and tell our kind friend so. 

** The extract of my letter on the subject of rewards, which you 
were pleased to publish in the Periodical Accounts, has also 
brought us several other boxes; so that last Christmas, we not 
only could supply our own school, but could also send some to all 
our other places, except Spring-Gardens, which wanted none, as 
Sister Harvey had had a box from Mr. Sturge. That kind friend 
also sent us a valuable box, which you will perhaps acknowledge 
in the Periodical Accounts. If you have no objection, I should 
be glad to have the kindness of Mrs. Nathaniel Bridges, of 
Hentsridge, noticed through the same medium. She has time 
after time sent us valuable supplies; and last year, not only did 
she send from herself and daughters, but having read my begging 
letter to her day and Sunday scholars, they were so stirred up in 
behalf of their little black brothers and sisters, that they collected 
among them seven dozen bags, needle-books, pincushions, books, 
their Saturday’s pence and halfpence, &c. &c., all neatly packed 
up, with the name of the donor written uponeach. This is very 
interesting to us. We took down Mrs. Bridges’ letter, and read 
it to our scholars, which produced a reaction of gouod feeling, (for 
the Negroes are not devoid of sensibility, as some will have it,) 
and almost every child in our day and Sunday-school, has brought 
some little offering to return to their little brothers and sisters, 
and their kind friends at home, (they always call Britain home,) 
as a token of their gratitude for their nice Christmas rewards. 
Their offerings are calabashes, wild berries, pretty seeds, shells, 
&c. It would give us great pleasure to send these tokens of our 
dear children’s gratitude to their and our benefactors, but we fear 
the expense, which we hear is very great. We shall, however, 
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make some more inquiries about that. Mrs. Hyde’s box of very 
choice articles, I have also received, and also written our thanks 
toher. She knows well what will be suitable, having been in the 
West Indies. So bountiful have ovr kind friends been, that we 
have already a good deal in hand towards next Christmas. 
Should this dispusition continue, we shall he most thankful. 
Two sisters, whom I have never seen, have sent parcels. 

“During the last days, we have been kept in a most painful 
state of anxiety about Brother and Sister Harvey. At three 
o'clock, a. m., 13th inst., Sister Harvey had a sudden and alarming 
attack of illness, which brought her to the gates of death. All 
Sunday two doctors were alternately in attendance upon her, and 
it was not till late last night that they gave any hope of her re- 
covery. Her pulse seemed twice entirely gone. Brother Harvey 
had gone to Barbuda the previous Tuesday. A vessel was sent 
thither with a despatch to Mr. Osborne the manager, entreating 
him to send Brother Harvey hither with all possible speed ; but in 
consequence of contrary winds, he did not reach home till the 
17th. Brother Newby writes to say, he had arrived safe but quite 
exhausted, having been out all night in a leaky vessel, amidst a 
storm of thunder and lightning, and having been landed a con- 
siderable distance from town. Sister Harvey continues con- 
valesrent, butis very weak. Brother Newby now lives with them. 
He has lately been on a visit (his last visit, he says) to all the 
country places, and preached at all. We greatly enjoyed his 
week with us. His conversation is most edifying. He seems fast 
ripening for a better world. He is now about seventy years old, 
thirty of which he has spent in this enervating climate. Yet he 
is still a pleasant, cheerful companion, and takes great delight in 
reading, writing, or talking about our Saviour. Many thanks for 
the music you kindly sent me, and fur all your interest in our 
concerns. 

** June 2d. Last Wednesday we had a visit from Mrs. W. . 
{a coloured sister, who is exceedingly kind to all our Missionaries,) 
her two sons, Mr. Millar, agent for the Mico charity, and Mr. 
M’Farlane. Most of the day was spent in the school, to our and 
our dear Negroes’ great delight. I have seen many infant-school 
teachers at home, but never one so thoroughly qualified as Mr. 
Millar. He seems really born for his work, and his whole soul 
to be engaged in it. He communicated much knowledge to our 
children in that short day, and in so easy and pleasing a manner, 
that sorrow was the universal feeling amony us, when the hour of 
his departure arrived. Ithink his services will be a great blessing 
to this island. 

“IT conclude with a few extracts from our diary. 

“E. Moraisu.” 





“ June 26th, 1837. We were visited by a most tremendous 
thunder storm. Never at home, or in the West Indies, have we 
seen lightning so vivid, nor heard thunder so loud. It seemed to 
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shake the island toits centre. Our children and negroes collected 
in the hall, where we knelt down with them, and Brother M. 
prayed, but his voice during each successive long loud peal was 
quite inaudible. The negrves discovered their alarm by their 
subs and tears. The mill at Lyons’ was struck and split from 
top to bottom, and the vanes sent in shivers to a considerable dis- 
tance. Dr. Nugent's family was mercifully preserved, alihough 
the mill is very near the house. Lyons’ is about one quarter of a 
mile from Newfield. 

“29th. Elizabeth Lyons, a communicant, said at her speaking, 
* Misses, on Monday night, that awful night, (alluding to the tre- 
mendous thunder storm,) I go into the kitchen to cook a little 
mouthful, an just as that dreadful thunder come down, I fall on my 
bended knees and cry, Blessed Saviour, please not to cut me off, 
nor any of my buddies nor sissies in the midst of our sins! Try 
me once more, dearest Saviour, for we noting but poor sinful 
sinners, an all the good we have come from Thee. Have mercy 
upon us, dear Saviour, have mercy upon us! 

* April 28th, 1838. Elsy Lyons, alse a communicant Sister, 
said at the speaking, ‘Misses, me bave nobody to call upon but my 
Jesus. Me moder tell me seek after Jesus. Search after Him 
an you find Him, sweet to your soul; and so me do, Misses: me 
seek Him, me find Him, me cleave to Him. If L eat, He gie me, 
if I drink, He gie me. If 1 sleep, da He make me rest. If I 
walk, da Hetrengthen me. I fall, get up gain—fall, get up gain; 
(tneaning she was alternately in distress and relieved.) Da who 
raise me? (* Da who,’ a mode of speech of the negroes meaning, 
‘who was it.) So when I walk, I pray to Him. When I lie 
down, I pray to Him. WhenlI get up I pray to Him; an when 
I eat I pray to Him.’ Iasked whether her parents belong to this 
church: *‘O yes, ma’am, we come quite from Gracehill here to 
Massa Tuwbash, (the late Brother Stobwasser.) Da we build dis 
church, Misses. - First we build that house, (the stable;) den dis, 
(the dwelling house;) den de church. De Lord lead mea long 
journey, an now me ouly wait till He call me home.’ In her 
whole demeanour, experience, humility and love, were evident. 
Seeing that she was very poor, I gave her a trifle, which over- 
whelmed her with gratitude. 

* On the same day old Deborah Cottons came to her speaking. 
She is a most faithful and devoted helper, and a true follower of 
our Saviour.. ‘ Well, Deborah, (I said,) you will perhaps not see 
another festiva]?’ ‘ Just as the Lord please me, dear Misses, an 
what please him, please me. Me no has no land, no money, no 
noting at all for keep me here.’ * Then you wish todie?’ (Isaid.) 
‘ Just as my dear Saviour please. Me willing for live, me willing 
for die. If He tink me prepared dis very afternoon, me tank and 

raise Him for take me home.’ She then began to talk, with a 
a full of gratitude and love, of the grace and blessing she. had 
enjoyed in days long gone by. ‘ Misses, me first help to build 
Gracehill church, an den dis. (This helping to build a church, 
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they consider a great honour, and always talk of it with much 
pleasure.) One day me go to English Harbour wid me corn: me 
no sell any. Den, near night, me take up me basket on me head, 
an oue board to carry for me church, long, like a from here over 
da. Buddy Joseph say, you take one end, me take toder. 
No, me say, you take fur you, me take for me, (you take yours, [ 
take miue,) an just as me walk along to Gracehill me meet me 
helper; he tell me call for baptize, (baptism.) den me tank and 
praise de Lord, an dat day dey contecrate de church, dat same day 
me baptize; (1 was baptized ;) den me call fur commune, an me 
dear Misses me de very first made helper on dis blessed ground. 
Me have large flock den, (she here ran through all the names of 
the estates on which she had the charge of our people,) but dem 
all wander out of de fold. May de Lord bring dem back again ! 
This Deborah is an excellent old woman. Her whole walk shows 
humility, love, and close communion with our Saviour; and meet 
her when you will, and where you will, in health or in sickness, 
her mouth is ever full of His praise. She fell into a trance some 
months ago, which lasted for several hours. The tidings of her 
departure were spread all around, when she opened her eyes, and, 
full of heavenly joy, began to talk of the wonderful things that she 
had seen. She also related what she saw tv us, but nothing so 
connected that we could commit it to paper. The vision seemed 
to have filled her soul with love and joy; yet she remains as 
humble and as simple as ever. “E. Morrisn.” 


4. ST. KITTS. 


FROM BROTHER F. L. OERTER. 


“ Basseterre, July 5th, 1838. 


“Dear Brotruer,—The building of the school-house has 
principally engaged my attention since the beginning of the 
year. I am happy to say itis now drawing to a cluse, and we 
hope to have it completed in about two months, for which we 
shall be glad. The school is, at present, very flourishing ; about 
250 children being in attendance, whom it will be a great benefit 
to have divided. This we propose to do, by placing the younger 
scholars in the gallery attached to the building. The sehool- 
room itself is to be divided by a partition, about six feet in height, 
so that we can keep the boys and girls separate. 

“*Having been obliged to be constantly superintending the 
buildings myself, L have not been able to devote my time and 
attention, so much as I could wish, to other duties, especially 
to visiting our members, both in town and on the estates. Never- 
theless we have reason to be thankful, seeing that the Lord 
blesses our labour, though performed in weakness. 

“Last week we spoke with one division of our communicants, 
about 250 in number. On Sunday morning, the weather was so 
boisterous, and attended with such heavy rain, that we thought 
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no one could come to the communion; but to our astonishment, 
as soon as the rain became less viulent, the people began to collect 
in the church, so that we could keep a discourse for the whole 
assembly, and afterward the luve-feast and communion for our 
church-members, of whom more than 200 were present; the 
remainder attended the after celebration of the Lord’s Supper, 
on Monday evening. 

“ Our last speaking with the new people was very gratifying 
to us, as we found many really seeking the salvation of their 
souls, and desirous to be instructed in the way of truh. Many 
that have been excluded seem anxious to return, and amend 
their lives, so that they may be admitied to their former class. 
This gives us joy; but, on the other hand, we have often the 
grief to see individuals of the baptized and communicant classes 
following the wiles and temptations of Satan, so that we are 
obliged to exclude them from our church-fellowship. 

“The minds of the negroes are, in general, much engaged with 
their near approaching freedom; and we are thankful to see every 
thing going on in its usual orderly and peaceable way, and we 
hope it will continue so. They frequently express their joy and 
gratitude to the Lord, in the anticipation of this inestimable gift ; 
and we do not fail to exhort them to evince this their gratitude in 
their future conduct and demeanour. 

“ Brother Roemer has had another attack of fever, a few weeks 
since; but his health seems now quite restored again; and the 
rest of the missionaries, except Brother Senft, who is often ailing, 
enjoy tulerably good health. “L. F. Oerter.” 


FROM BROTHER AUG. SENFT. 


“ Basseterre, May 31st, 1838. 


* Dear Baotuer,—You will be glad to hear that our school 
continues to increase; the number of schuolars amounts, at 
present, to 136 boys and 108 girls. We have, also, two very 
faithful teachers, whose post is any thing but an easy one—viz a 
young man of colour, who shows very good capacity, and 
Susanna Marr, whose services we cannot value tov highly, for 
she cares for the children with a mother’s faithfulness. In order 
to lighten the burden which these our esteemed assistants are 
now obliged to bear, I have the intention of taking one of our 
girls and giving her special instruction, that she may afterward 
tuke charge of the children under six years of age. My dear 
wife will meanwhile teach them what is needful for their domestic 
training. The expense of our present arrangement is as follows: 
—the principal teacher receives one dollar and a quarter, or five 
shillings per week; fur less we could not obtain a competent 
one. The estate’s school, which is also under my particular 
superintendence, numbers about fifty scholars, and I hope is 
improving. The whole expense of our schools, to the Mission, 
is from four to five dollars a month, and this expense must con- 
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tinue, till we can get the negro parents into the way of paying a 
small weekly sum for tuition, of which they have, at present, but 
little idea. We have also a Sunday school, frequented of late by 
nearly 300 children and young people. For all these institutions 
we should be most thankful to receive a few suitable books and 
tracts, to give to the children at the Christmas examination. 


Perhaps we may still obtain some from our generous English 
friends.” 


FROM BROTHER P. RICKSECKER. 


“* Bethesda, April 4th, 1838. 

“Dear Baotuer,—We have to thank our Lord and Saviour 
that He has dealt go graciously with us; and that we see around 
us numbers who seek Him, and attend our ministry regularly. 
Thus we experience, that He walks in our midst, and are en- 
couraged to trust in Him. 

“ Among other cheering instances of His faithfulness, we may 
mention the following :—A yuung man, who formerly attended 
our church, but as he expressed it himself, became worldly and 
wild, gradually forsook our meetings and religion altogether, till 
the Lord laid him on a bed of sickness. Then he began to think 
of his ways, and earnestly desired to be saved. In this state, he 
sent for us; and we found him truly penitent, but relying upon 
the mercy of Jesus, to whom he desired to go. Some days after 
he departed. 

“A short time ago one of our school-children died, and so sud- 
denly that we could not visit her; but her parents reported, that 
she continually prayed to our Saviour, and longed to be with Him. 

“Many of the Negroes can read; and the desire to learn to 
read and write is very general, so that when they come to their 
evening meetings, many bring their slates, to get a writing-lesson 
afterward from my nephew. 

“On the whole, I may say that we have many tokens that the 
Lord is with as. There are not a few souls who appear truly to 
love the Lord; and more on whose heart we can discern the 
gracious operations of the Spirit of God. Our aged members are 
very fond of speaking of the late Brother George Schneller, 
whom they call Massa Smiler; and who must, indeed, have 
laboured in great blessing among them, so as to deserve the 
honourable title of the Apostle of the St. Kitt’s Mission. Of him 
the Negroes are wont to say, ‘Massa Smiler was for true a strict 
but sweet Massa.’ 

* Some time ago, Brother Roemer and I visited Mr. Burt, pro- 
prietor of Brodersans, about three miles from Bethel ; he received 
us very kindly ; and not only gave us leave to commence a day- 
school on his estate, but promised to give us a proper house for 
school and preaching. We have generally enjoyed good health 
in our missionary family ; my wife and I are, however, subject to 
colds, not having been used to the lower West India climate, nor 
to live in an open house like this.” 
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MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


IV. MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Norta American Ixpians.—A letter,of Brother Ab. Luckenbach at New 
Fairfield, U.C., tothe P. H C. at Bethlehem, dated January 14th, 1839, com- 
municates the gratifying intelligence, that although our Indian congregation had 
repeatedly been alarmed during the late troubles in Canada, by various reports, 
yet they had not suffered any unpleasantne~s, except that those capable of bearing 
arms had been called out, and obliged to do service for a short time. chiefly in 
bringing in prisoners. The congregation numbered at the close of 1833, 115 per- 
sons being a decrease of 11 since last year. The Missionaries, who were all well, 
were encouraged by the course of the Indians. 

A letter of Br. Ch Miksch, at the new station on the Konzas river, dated De- 
cember 17th, 1838, states, that the 30th of November, the day of the dedication 
of their new Church, was to the Missionaries and Indians, truly a dey of rejoicing 
and blessing. After the solemnity of the dedication, a heathen Indian, who had 
emigrate! from New Fairfield, was baptized. At the love-feast a letter from the 
P. H. C.. brought by Br. Miksch, was read to the congregation, for which they 
desired Br. M. to return written thanks In the evening, the first Communion at 
this new station was adu.inist red, 4 persons being present as candidates. The 
Delaware Indians living in that vicinity, having in a council held for the purpose 
given to our Indians on their arrival, a cordial we'come and reception on their 
lands, a meeting was held on the 17th of December, in the new church, which 
was uttended by a nuniber of Indians of hoth sides, at which Br. Tobias returned 
a formal answer, thanking the chiefs for the good land allotted to our Indians as a 

ace of settlement giving some intelligence of the beginning and progress of the 

ndian Mission, and inviting those who were yet heathen, to hear and receive the 
word of God A school for children had been opened. 

Brother W. H Van Vieck writes in a letter, dated Salem, N. C., January 
11th :—Onur three Cherokee Missionaries arrived at the end of October, after a 
safe poy of six weeks in the western territory of the nation, and were 
joyfully and cordially received by our Indians already settled there. Of the rest, 
we only know so much that they were yet on their slow and toilsome march’ 
to Arkansas, on which many of the poor. Indians died. Some of those who 
were the latest to set out, may possibly have to winter on the way. Another 
letter of March 18th, to txe Editor, has the following :—-Brother Miles 
Vogler arrived here on the 14th of February, from our new Mission among the 
Cherokees, and brought us highly interesting and encouraging accounts. Our three 
brethren had settled down in the midst of their emigrant flock, on the Barren Fork 
of filinois, a branclr of the Arkansas river, about 30 miles west of the line of the 
Arkansas State, 14 miles east of Parkhill, a station of the U. B.C. F. M, and 
about 35 miles northeast of Fort Gibson. They had found all the members of the 
Cherokee congregation, (with perhaps one exception,) who had gone there before 
them, and some of whom live scattered, but the greater part near enough to attend 
meetiny at the new Mission house. This post is in the same degree of north lati- 
tule with Salem, N.C., and about the same degree of west longitude with the 
new Delaware Mission in Missouri, from which it may be distant vear 300 miles 
south Prospects being favorable, Br. Vog'er was on the 28th of February. united 
with Sr. S. D. Rude, a teacher in our Acalemy, and formerly an assistant in the 
Cherokee Mission; hence a very suitable choice, and likely to prove a help meet 
indeed to her husband, and to her younger trother, H. Rude. They set out from 
here for the far West. on the Lith of March, and are to travel chiefly by steamboat, 
viz., down the Kanhawa, in Virginia, to the Ohio, and down that river to the 
Mi-sissippi, 10 the mouth of the Arkansas, and thence up the latter to Fort Gib- 
son. May the Lord condact them safely to this post, and bless their united labours ! 
After their arrival, Br. Smith returns to Salem to his family. 


V. Donations, (omitted in last number.) 
The New-York Female Missionary Society of the United Brethren’s 


Church. contributed for a native teacher, Jamaica, > ° $30 00 
For Sea View, Antigua, . ; : ‘ s ‘ ‘ 100 00 
Mrs. H Bowie, for do, . 7 ; q . : 7 ° 5 00 
The Home Missionary Society, N. Y., contributed toward the objects 

of that Association, ‘ . é . 107 Go ft 162 50 


